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P. « Sat, what is easiest?" Tliale% ere lie twice 
Had heard the question, siad, ^ To|;i¥e advice^*' 
Thales was inght; yet equal reasons make 
This same advice liie hardest thiiig to take. 
You wish me aieotf and exhort toatay 
Where seal for wisdom holds a sacred sway; 
But who was ever sileo^ doom'd to tsA 
How dull that wisdom, and how cold that 2eal? 
Who discontented, yet not prone to veot 
Thefiothy torr^t of his discontent? ' 
¥ool that I 9m I who know not how to paint 
The wit of Donfl^ the pleasures of restraint; 
But sick of scenes, unlike what fanqr drew, 
JJbst bid, my fidend, to them, and thec^ adieul 
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6 THE OXFORD SPY. 

C. Ah, luckless youth ! what ! thirsting still to range; 
And only constant in the love of change ! 
Still at each tide (^varying life unblest; 
Unfit for action, yet fittigued with rest ! 
Haste — seek perfection, till thy race is run^ 
: ' .TheQ Ip^^ l^und at last— thyself undone : 
i /f Vi!^9' .4^?^ $hAlt'8«^ or tried experience shew, 
A place without its follies— freely go — 
Some unknown land beyond the watery wastes 
Where mm is always wise^ and woman chaste — 
Yet might cool reason, in her sober strain. 
Still give one counsel more^^tiU then, remain I 
Here, safe reclin'd in academic shade. 
See, what the world its votaries hath made i 
The ruin'd statesman, tir'd of broils and leagues; 
The people's murmurs, and the court's intrigues — 
The churchman, forc'd to fed, in sad surprise, 
That solid merit hath no wings to rise^- 
The staff-propp'd veteran, seam'd with many a scar» 
The sole memorials &om years of war^ 
The bold adventurer, tost on life's rude sea. 
Who fouq(l no voyage sure, no haven free — 
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The man, no plaasnres hare, no fearo tippdf 
Who climbs &meV &tal preci{»oe^to fidI--« 
The more than child, who flutters youth away, 
To court the fidr, and glitter with the gay : 
Late taught, that folly is man's only care; 

Here might they idl, in scenes unknown t04itri&^ 
Seek a calm. sunset to the storms <£ life, 
Here^ ^e ambition's troubled dream was o^er, 
And mitres, war, snd pleasure^ pleased no more^ 
Wolsey, ere sunk "in ruin as in guilt,** 
Had better sought the walls himself had built: 
Here smil'd to think, in life's last parting hour^ 
H^w poor is wealth, how impotent is pow'rl 

Yes : if flieiie be one sacred scene of eas^ 
Where riBason yet may dawn, and virtue please; 
Where ancient Science bursts Again to view, 
Withmightiei! truths, which Athens never knew: 
One spot to order, peaces religion, dear; 
Bise, honest pride^ nor blush to claim it here J 
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Why then these fond oomplaiiiti? P« Because, my friend^ 

Substantial ilk these fimcied goods attend. 

I too,^— when first these glistening eyes snrvey'd 

Majestic Oxford's hundred towers displayed; 

And silver Isis rolling at her feet 

Adorn the Sage^Sy and the Poet's seat : 

Saw Raddiflfe'a dome in classic beauty reared. 

And leaming^s stores in Bodle/s pile i^v^d : 

First view- d with humble awe, the steps that stra/d 

Slow in the gloom of academic shade; 

Or framed in thought, with faocjfs ma^c wand^ 

Wise Bacon*s arch ; thy boVr, jfair Rosamond i 

Heav'n ! how I hop'd^ m studious calm to find 

Peace for the soult and wisdom for the mifidi 

How swift, how bright, the kindling-visions came ! 

How burnt the thirst «f sdaace, and of fame ! 

What bade these feetiags ebb, ye pedatits, say? 

What broke the dream, and rent the v&l away? 

What dash'd these hi^ies to nothing ? — ^'Twas to see 

Such folly cloth'd in such solemnity ; 

To see, amid die foldings of the gown, 

Lurk the same failings which disgrace the town; 
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Spleen, envy, meamiesB, pride but ill repreity 

And all the meaner passk^ns of the breast, 

Mix'd with the calm, which leaves no trace bdiindf 

The iBollen, sad, monotony of mind. 

Oh I though remote from Isis' toil and strif^ 

And all the deeper interests of life; 

Ye souls to feeling, and to nature true» 

Who love retirement, *tis no place for you ! 

No place for thee^ whom young romance has taught 

To nurse ideal luxury of thought ; 

Who feel'st a joy, to vulgar minds unknown, 

To gaze upon the sea, and muse alone; 

View the grey ruin, while the moon half shrouds 

Her modest beauty in the veil of clouds ; 

Or pensive hear the baying watch-dog^s howl. 

And solemn screeching of the boding owl : 

Or snatch those pleasures from the midnight breeise, 

Which least explained, are mistiest still to please ! 

Oh ! what the lovely stream, the silent shade. 

The awfiil towers, which seem for science made ; 

The solemn chapds, which to prayer invite, 

Whose storied windows shed a holy light ; 
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If there Philofioph J faose chains has felty 

Nor simple pure ReUgion ever dwelt ; 

No PhyaicB there^ by just gradations, lead 

Through Nature^s stream. to. Nature's fountain-head ; 

But e'en Diyinily becomes a trader 

And they, who look the gravest, never pray'd ; 

Or pray in such a high imperious tone^ 

It seems they merely would demand their own ; . 

If sad St. Mary hears polemics preach, 

And Bampton Lectures points of doctrine teach ; 

If heav'n is mock'd — and bells to Chapel toll. 

To see no name be missing on the roll ? — . 

C Yet here Religion's firmest aids presid% 
To stem the torrent of corruption's tide. 
Here, if on earth, the studious mind pursues, 
Safe^ undisturb'd, her scientific views : 
While thousand volumes court her keen research. 
Lights of the Law, and Fathers of the Church; 
No worldly cares their deep distraction blend 
To force attention from its single end : 
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No roseate charms intrude their fatal sway; 

No smiling wantons flatter and betray* 

Here Church and State — P. Oh touch not on those rocka ! 

I grant you learned, grave, and orthodox ; 

I swear, that always truth in schoolmen dbines, 

And ^ways pure religion in divines ; 

I swear there's sense in Logic-*-only stop 

Those dreadfid wi)rds, and let the subgect drop ! 

When once they come, the kindling gownsmen stalky 

" And they will talk— ye Gods ! how they will talk !'* 

For hear some loud Professor at the feast, 

Or awful Orthodoxy's great high priest ; • 

Some man of fit rotundity, to claim . 

So high an office^ and so great a name; 

Some British Omar, with the Caliph's creed, 

<< All, but the Stagyrite, the flames should feed : 

<^ Those things are needless, which in him are found, - 

** Those, which are not, are hurtiiil and. unsound :" . 

Still, with consistency of blame and praise^ 

Which might a mob or minister amaze ; 

Ere other themes are circling, o'er the bottle 

Cry, « Church and State, the Prince and Aristotle." 
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Thus, I r^n^mber, ere these sceRes I saw^ 

But hope had drawn them, such as hope will draw: 

A shrewd old man^ on Isis* xosifpn bredf 

Smil'd {(t my warmth, and shook his wig^ and said: 

^ Youth will be sanguine, but before you go, 

** Learn these plain rules, and treasure, when you know* 

^< Wisdom is innate in the gown and band ; 

** Their wearers are the wisest of the land : 

^< Science^ except in Oxford, is a dream : 

*^ In all things Heads of Houses are supreme: 

<* Proctors are perfect whosoe'er they be: 

^< Logic is Reason in Epitome : 

^< Examiners, like kings, can do no wrong: 

^< All modem learning is not worth a song: 

** Passive obedience is the rule of right : 

^^ To argue, or oppose^ is treason quite: 

*^ Mere common-sense would make the system fidl: 

^ Tlings are worth nodiing ; words are all in all." 

C Schoolmen have said, fer schoolmen may be wise<— 
That " Fallacy in universals lies.** 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



THS OXFORD SPY. IS 

A man may rail in genends fpr a w0dc >^ 

Ask for particiilarBi he cannot fspeaik4 

'Tis thus at inns in hungry baa» you ring : 

« Waiter, i^ilhat jis ihert ?'* « Sir, there's every thing.'^ 

<^ Erery thii^a nolhkig : bring the bOl of fiire^ 

<^ Thk all ! ^y HeaVn 'twould make a parson swear t'^ 

Unhappy man ! aU% too soon thou leamest. 

That ev'ry thing is nothing in good earnest !-^ 

Comc^ «bew «ur IblUesi one by ooe, to %ht^ 

Shew, if you caa^-^P. My friend, a Freshman might. 

Here endkto |oys lus rs^tur'd thoughts foresee^ 

Panting for|Nraise, and charmed wi& novelty: 

With boundless hope he inly vows to claim 

The brig^teftt ibteds of literalcy fione ; 

The yearly prizes courts witb soaaring musc^ 

And his own form in SSheldon'a rostrum vienis;. 

Reckless of Pleasure's roice, or Beauly^s eye. 

He bids all pirasions^ but ambition, die: 

No labottrs tu:% no dificukies vex; 

Scarce can the ^Stagyrite Imnselfperpkx ; 

Yet sick, «t last, <j£ tracing o'er and o'er 

Some old historian, ^ft ipema'd befcnre^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



U THE OXFORD SPY. 

His flighty fiuicy seeks a wider range^ 

Too fond of taste, and el^nce, and change: 

He doubts, by toil and disappointment crost^ 

And, like a woman, while he doubts, is lost ! 

Then rage the passions, from restraint m<»re strong ; 

And sweep, like streams which burst their banks, along: 

Or care and chill indifference round him creep ; 

Or sloth and bad example lull to sleep; 

Yet praise he wooes — ^but changed the fidr pretence 

To midnight broil, and prodigal expense; 

Or buoy'd by hope, which still the wisest fools, 

He seeks the highest honours in the Spools : 

Where at some trifling point's obscure details. 

Memory and thought forsake him*— and he &ils. 

Thwarted and sad he bears his sorrows home^ 

And feek. the rankling wound for life to come. 

He, on the world who plays, the venturous game 

For all, ambition, valour, love may claim; 

Though foil'd, or stopp'd; cast backward, or astray. 

Renews the contest, till he gains the day ; 

While struggles o'er, and disappointments past^ 

Enhance the triumph of success at last : 
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But here should some unfeeling pedflnfs firown 
Nip the bright budding of his glory down ; 
Not once again the drooping youth may try 
His desperate firte, nor throw again the die.* 
Or should the paper shew his blazon'd name 
In the first lists of academic fiime ; 
Still, still the care remains to fi»nh his mind-^— 
No Coll^ honours fit him for mai^nd. 

Yet this^ I deem, or is, or ou^t to be, 
The aim of either University : 
AU education to this point must tend ; 
Or what its use, its object, and its end ? 
Strange ! that while all around new li^ts disic^my 
The seat of learning never deigns to learn I 

C Yet here the rays of modern Science spread ; 
Professors are appointed, lectures read.f 

• It has been observed that ^ the great art in life 10 to play high, 
^ and stake Uttle :" here a young man of acute sensibility stakes his 
eon&uty and plays for a name. 

t When a stranger enters Oxford, and sees printed in large letters^ 
that the Clinical Professor, the Savilian Professor, and sundry other 
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If none attend, or hear ; not oar's the blarney 
Tlieir^s is the folljr^and be their's the shame. 

P. How deep the Sk^ihistries Logicians draw I 
Poor oommonnsense can hardly find a flaw. 
Proceed, most learned firioid, and gravely say, 
That if men will be Sol(»Bions«-they may. 
Yet, if the dreams of ancients still must be 
The ^^ sum and substance" of the first d^ee ; 
While modem science meets a doubtfiil doom ; 
Like some plain girl in an assembly-room. 
Who waits, in painful diffidence^ to know 
If fops will deign to ask her hand, or no* 
Thinki which the most attention will reoeife; 
What fools must learn ; or what the wise may leave. 

Prafessoniy propose to give a course of Lectures on such and such siifak 
jects, he wiU, perhaps, wonder for a moment at the accnlMttion, that no 
attention is paid to the modem sciences ; but his surprise wiU Tuush, 
when, on reading a litUe fiurther, he finds the condition^ which the Lee- 
tnrer makes lor the repose of his lungs ; ^ if he can get a class," or, 
** if there is a suflicient number of names lo form a dass.** An unlucky 
proviso of this kind, is a simple proof, that the younger members of the 
University will not much trouble themsdves about any brandies of 
knowledge, which bring aeitiier credit in the piosecatioBi nor censure 
in the omission. 
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At lore and logic^ who shall dare to scofl^ 

Which make that wond'rous animal^ a Soph ? 

Or who will choose that knowledge for his ainii 

Whidi gains no credit, and confers no &me ? 

Young men, alas ! in this degenerate nation^ 

Perform no works of supererogation. 

For see, what nearer, weightier cares engage 

The youth of England in our happy age I 

See, to their view what varied pleasure springs ; 

Cards, tennis, billiards, and ten thousand things. 

*Tis their's the coat with neater grace to wear. 

Or tie the neckcloth with the Regent's,air ; 

The rapid race of wild expense to run; 

To drive the tandem, or the chaise sind one ; 

To float along the Isis— K>r to fly 

In haste to Abingdon«-^who knows not why ? 

To gaze in shops, and saunter hours away 

In raising bills, they never think to pay ; 

Then deep carouse^ and raise their glee the more, 

While angry duns assault th' unheeding door ; 

And feed the best old man that ever trod, 

The merry poacher who defies his God. 

—Yet some pale youth fatigues th' unwilling brain 

With Euclid's theorems, or Pindar's strain : 
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Careless of sleep^ and midnighlf a noxious damp^ 
C!ons his hard studies by the waning lamp ; 
Endures, in patient toil, witfiout a sigh. 
The aching forehead, and the closing efej 
And fondly trusts some college gkt to gain 
By strength of talent^ or by dfait of pain*- 
Then hope, perhaps^ or fiend of busy spite. 
Or gnome, or devil, npun him on to irrite.^ 
Scarce know themseliMs, upon his paper spread 
The borrowed beauties 6f the mi^ly dead : 
But out of dharacter, and iiaie, and phee-^ 
Lose all flieir force, propriety^ and' grace: 
Sad, as when sevei'd fit>m the parient wood 
The branch of myrtle wept with tearsf of bloodi 
Or atdc marbles moiun their fatal d6oiA> 
Tom firom their biUiey and crowded in a room f 



* In Oxford or in Cambridge, it is certainly a difiereiit thing ^ 
write 8 prize poem, or to. write a good poem ; though there may be no 
necessity that the prize poemr should not be good.. The chief requi- 
sites in good poetry are genius, judgment, and an observance of jia- 
tore : in the Universities flights of imagination axe altogether discou^ 
laged : a composition is judged not by the greatest bcanti^, hut 'the 
fewest Jbults : and the most needful qualities for writing, ai» education 
at a public school ; a mechanical tact in imitating the ancient authors r 
and a servile compliance ^ttfitk the reigning taste ef the {ilaee. ' > 
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Or happier in his native tongue, he su6% 
With self-beguiling jc^, the British Mus^ 
Cursing Sir Roger^ whose harsh will coii6nes* 
TThe gownsman's flowing vm to 6&y lines. 
This year he thinks the Theatre shall see 
Its glories beaming to 4iheir full d^ee; 
As when gay Empercnrs cbai^'d the coll^;e j^oom. 
And tum'd the lUtdcliffe to a dining-room i 
When ravish'd Oxford mad^, with vast applause, 
Kings^ warriors, statesmeo, X)pctor8 of her loLvm. 
This year shall mightier mwc fin the dome; 
From all ^ound shall jrouth and beauty come; 
Italian fips shall ti^e the mating straili, 
Till pleasure's ecstacy is almost pain.; 
Thy belles, ijiweet Isis, 'mid ^he rest be.thore; 
In dress as splendid, a^d in fiirm as &ir« 
She, too, perhaps, — the maid whose loveliness 
liJow fires his mind — shall snu^le on his suoeess; 



* I baye bMB lately told, that Si^ Roger Newdigate merely left t>y 
^u wiU twenty goineafl for a composition in English yerse, ynthoat any 
«onditions or limitations ; bat that these were made by the worthy 
Heads of Houses, who wished to abridge the recitations in the Theatre. 
This, hoTf eyer, is, I trust, a mistake : at any rate, the feeling now in 
^6 UniyersUy is -decidedly against the present plan : and I believe 
;lhere are not subjects for aboye ten or twely« more poems. 
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Her speaking eye upon his form shall gaze— 
Her feir white hand shall give a louder praise — ► 
Her heart shall beat to hear his rising name-^ 
And bid her love accompany his fame. 

Yet, be thy love and genius what they will. 
Unhappy poet ! check that rapid quill: 
Yet, for thy credit, hear a frigid advise: 
Consult not, trust not fancy, but thine eyes; 
Let all thy lines be like an artist's lecture. 
And seek not poetry, but architeeture: 
Go where &ey shew the model, if you fee 'em^ 
And take the profile of the Coliseum \* 

C Peace ! peace ! this levelling satire, thus applied^ 
Hurts us no more, than all the world beside. 
Why rail on Oxford— nor direct your spleen 
To Leyden, Leipsic, Cam, or Aberdeen ?f 

* Tbe last subject for Sir Roger Newdigate's prize.' 
t Let it be always kept in mind, that there is no con^iaosoii made 
or meant to be made, between this and any other sjrstem of education. 
Oxford, with aU its faults, seems to me preferable to the mathematical 
mania of Cambridge, or the irregularity, insuborcUuatipn, a|id super- 
ficial acquirements of foreign Universities : and its studies will proba- 
bly infuse more taste and judgment than the one ; and more solidity of 
character and conduct, than the other. 
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P. Because my friend, faowevar great may be 
Their faults and follies — what are they to me ? 
Let others dread the storm, or bless the gale, 
We care but for the ship in which we sail ; 
Britons will damn the climate and the rain, 
But curse no serpents, when they feel no padn t 
Our follies touch me — ^let us these pursue^ 
In sooth, my friend, we have enough todo. 
— For lo ! the first in digtiity and might. 
Thy glories, Conrrocation, 'burst to sight. 
Hail, s3mod grave, whidi Heads of Houses kei^p. 
To talk, and legislate«-^< perchance to sleep !^' 
Hail, Heads of HotMs, whom your stars haveiHadia 
To seem philosophers in masquerade ! 
I hail you all, ye Dons of high degree, 
PuflTd with the consdous pride of dignity ; 
Solemn, and.sage^ and portly to a man. 
The worthy semblance of the Turk*s Divan ! 
—By Heaven ! their looks compose an awful scene: 
What pomp of words ! what mi^esty of mien ! 
Oh ! if all these the shallow brain belies. 
Folly can look, at least, most wondrous wise. 
To their own Oxford first their thoughts they bear. 
And guard her errors with paternal oare : 
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But) now and tben^ they h<M the high debate 
On Englaqd'9 pplicy* ai>d Church and State ; . 
Deplore the licence of the stage and press ; 
Lament a grievance ; carry an Addre«i. 
Thither, as b^rds might sing of Grecian fire^ 
Their Gods descend^ and all their breasts inspire; 
Such Gods, as best such mighty men beseem. 
The guardians, lais, of thy sacred stream. 
There Orthodoxy, like a Glory shines 
Full on the forehead of her sound divines ; 
Frets their great souU with fears of coming evil. 
And sends Wesleyan Chapels to the Devil 
There oft are se<^ two darker forms to stride 
Through all the crowds call'd Prejudice and Pride* 
But Pedantry you more might hear than s^e; 
Such a loud jabb'ring Deity is be. 
There hoary Precedent, with wrinkles sage, 
Tries every qounsel by the rule of age. 
Thi% Isis, this was he^ .who stoppM thy wo^ 
When a sad nation bade its tears overflow ; 
When SHE, the Star, who shone the brightest here^ 
Left earth, — to flourish in a fitter sphere ! * 

* On the most afflicting calamity that has ever occurred to any 
country, (hJbrd wfu almost the only place In the kingdom, which made 
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But England^ like a mothery drooped the head ^ 

So lov*d her, living ; so bewails her, dead ! 

— What wonder^ then, with gods and men like these^ 

That perfect wisdom dictates their decrees ? 

Some they send forth like rays from heaven, to sight ; 

And some mysterious silence veils in night. 

Whence fools suggest, who thither ne'er have gone. 

That little has been said, and nothing done; 

That all was chit-chat in a solemn strain ; 

And sitting down, and rising up again ; 

Far, far from us such thoughts, who must adore 

Their dictates much, their awfril silence more. 

— ^What wonder, too, if thou should'st claim a seat 

In this bright conclave of the wise ^nd great; 

Too gay for pomp, too lively for a Don, 

At thee they laugh, unhappy Bickerton f • 

no public demonstrations of regret or condolence — ^not because '^ that 
** learned body wanted loyalty''—* not becau9e its individual members 
did not sympathize with the nation and the Royal FamUy— but because^ 
there was no precedent. We have already begun to feel and think By 
preeedent-3-we may soon perhaps learn to eat, drink, sleep, and dress 
by the same ktile— Hind then how absurd it'wiU be to complain of mo- 
dem degeneracy ! 

* Mr. Bickerton is an original character, which, in most places, is 
of itself sufficient to cast upon a man the imputation of insanity. I 
once in the summer heard him inveigh with great indignation against 
the epithet here joined with his name. ^ How," he said, '^ can any 
<< one be unhappy, who breathes the air of heaven on a morning like^ 
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Yet thoui methinks, could'st latigh in turn, to see 
How ill their mien and character agree ; 
Strip but the stately step, and sapient brow^ 
They stand as helpless, and as mad, as thou I 
* 
C. Forbear, forbear, this dull satyric vein, 
6tiU, stiU it proves the poetaster's bane : 
To rail, if systems some loose faults admit. 
Shows spleen indeed, but poverty of wit ; 
And Logic censures him, and Reason too-^ 
Who lays on all the foUies of a few : 
Of rules or men some wiser than the rest 
Must ever be--«a friend would choose the best* 
But as we smile to see the plajrfitl child 
Whirl his young limbs in native spirits wild. 
Then giddy stand, and feel the heaving ground, 
And wonder why so swift the trees turn round: 
'Tis thus with you who blindly dare to call 
All others mad — ^more mad yourself than alL 

^ this ?" There is more philosophy in this single exclamation, than i 
all the gloomy denunciations of modem poetry. 

END OF THE FIRST DIALOGUE. 
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P. Loim aiirtk and levehy were echoing foo^ 
*Whj are they hushed? what fear has checked the sound? 
A potent spirit is abtbdd ; a form 
Of sudden terror quells the college storm ! 
Why shrink ye back, ye gownsmen ? why retreats 
The shameless wanton to remoter streets? 
Why stands the crowd, with stiff and silent air, 
The bow all humble, and the head all bare? 
What God, or Hero passes ? Mdiat high man 
Receives the homage of his vassal-clan ? 
See ! see ! they come \ the despot Proctors come I—* 
Sure never Consul kept such state at Rome* 
Swift sturdy Satellites compose their train. 
Whose forms declare, << Resi$tanc^ flight, are vain4*' 
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C. And who shall blame the system of police^ 
Which curbs the gownsman, and preserves the, peace? 
And wha shall grieve, that jitsl restraint should bind» 
In youth, the wanton turbulence of mind, 
When life is joyous, and in warmer flood 
Boils the mad torrent of impetuous blbod ? 

P. Yet when the sober tradesman would retire 
CeAm with his children round the winter fire; 
<« The world shut out;" his daily labour done; 
And home's domestic dear delights b^gun:. 
If then, without, sound academic strains ; 
If shatter'd fall a Dignitaiy's panes ; 
Must he be questioned, and his door unbaiVd, 
Like some suspected traitor? — ^this is hard* — 
Must his young wife from midnight slumber rise ? 
Nor room be sacred, where a mother lies? 
Oh ! say, where' English learning lifts her hoad^ 
Thence, English freedom, wherefore art thou fled^ 
Say, why did Chatham boast the Briton's right; 
His house, his castle — tho' in pow'rs despite: 
Tho' scarce his cot should rise above the grouod^ 
^ No beam unbroken, and no window sound ; 
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Tho* ev*ry wilid of heaven should enter there, 

The King dares not — and shall the Proctor dare?— > 

Yes 1 — and for him yon castle neaf the uieep-^ 
Seek ye the moat, the drawbridge, and the keep i 
Deem ye to hear its battlements along 
The warder's measured tread, the trooper's broken song? 
Alas I no herald there the lists proclaims 
To courtly knights, and honourable dames r 
No trophied banners grace the massy wall; 
Nor harpers cheer, nor beauty decks the hall» 
Ah me, a castle doom'd to uses vile I 
To awe the poachers round for many a mile I , 
Where, solac'-l with his pipe, the ruffian lies, 
Waiting, with desperate calm — ^the next Assize ; 
Some miscreant creeps from bed of straw to ask 
In vain a respite from his daily task ; 
Some wretch — ^who once was woman — ^whom the time* 
Have forc'd to seek her pittance from her crimes; 
Who soon, released, shall with loud laugh proclaim 
Her fix'd insensibility to shame ; 
Tho' one dark choice her ev'ry thought must haunt— » 
To live by infiuny— ^r die of want ! 
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Ci Whatllien ! shitU each, bs strikes hurfimcyv^ 
Gamblei*, or drunkatrd^ rake, ondebaueheef? 
Shall mind and form before their prime decay. 
And lewdintemperant^e «ap'the strength awi^? 
Is sUch your system? P. Nay : I freely olirn 
That none, till twenty-fire, should walk alooe^ 
^Set^U must laugh, if men impose restraint, 
Who act the sinner, and assume the saint; 
Grave moraKsts o'er youthful foHies sigfa,-^ 
Whose ev*ry action- gives their words the fie t 
Increasing vice in modem days bewail ;— 
Whose sallow features tell another taler 
If tutors punish what they seldom shun. 
Severe to all who do^as they have done-^ 
Their 'mid career at once pursue, condc^nm; 
oGive fees to Tuckwell, and advice to them. • 

' ^ut here are none, who, sleek in plenty, thrive^ 
Yet scorn the very truths by wliich they live; 
Meii of the Church — since to her gifts and stalls 
Some easy Bishop, not -religion, calls — 
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Who sneer in secret, and for private ends. 

But seek her l^anners to corrupt her friends; 

"Who wrest the simple style, of sacre4 writ^ 

To point the ribaldry, whiph would be witj 

While, foes tp Gibbon and Voltaire profest^ 

.God and the Bible serve them for a jest ;, 

And some low pun, some word's unmeaning plajTr 

Drives e'en their mean hypocrisy away : 

No : there are none ; well-pleas'd, let candour aw4 

Such baseness here to letter'd breasts unknown, 

C Hither, my friend, why should such men resort^ 
Who live so well in pities, and at court? 

p. True : most are souls, whose dark and i<7 ttaiSi 
No sorrows cause to pine, no- joys to thrill; 
Save where some barrier, to their fortune dies; 
Save where they lose th* expected benefice. 
To such be. peace — ^the constant calm repos^ 
The deep stagnation of th' eternal doze ! 
Till, sunk in sloth, their force ef mind has ceaa'd. 
As lakes are muddiest wWe the stream is kist 
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Yet there may be, who once was fit to bear 
A grander part on life's wide theatre; 
Bom to give laws, or destined to command, 
The boast and bulwark of his native land ; 
Or form'd amidst admiring groups to sit, 
** The source of pleasure, and the soul of wit '^ 
One who had beam'd of courts or camps the star; 
Reformed the Senate, or adom'd the Bar ; 
Or lobFd through nature with excursive eye. 
No science too profound ; no views too high ; 
If such be lost to action and to fame, 
Tbbu, Britain, mourn — ^thou, Oxford, blush for shame I 
Alas I that fate and evil stars conspire. 
In luckless hour, to quench that noble fire t 
His college oilers to increase his rents : 
^ His poverty, but not his will consents.** 
Confirm'd in gown and band, a Master now, 
More solemn seems his step, more cold his brow; 
But where the grander thought, the mightier aim? 
His mind how changed ! and scarce his form the same f 
Thwarted, sunk, vanish'd, all his hopfes decay; 
And melt, like snow beneath the sun, away; 
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Prone by degMp9 ^ maatsl ardor lies^ 
As limbs grow stUFfisom want <)f exercise : 
A stunted plant in uncongenial earth. 
Droops the sad sogal in "vigoax and in wordi; 
At length contracted to the ^narrovr rounds 
Which liea/n ne'er destined, but his wants haTefoundi 
The highest good amlntion dio'es conceive 
The Bampton Lecture^ or 4iie vdvet ^eeve i 
Lost as ^e lamp, "which giimmers in the tcmlb^ 
He shines ^&e meteor <tf the C(Hnmon«room. 
His joys are dead, ere life is weH begun ; 
His wit, sense, genhis, dwindle to a pun. 
l^ow conscious feeling of superior poVrs 
But swells his heart with pride — ^wil3i .spleen devours* 
i^or oft the madd'idng Aought must interv^ie 
Of what he is, and what lie might hare been. 
Thei^ thenhe sighs — or with a sickly smile 
Starts firom the trance of apathy awhile : 
Yet sinks lak soon — ^since thought is worse dian vain-r- 
To helpless, hopeless, lethargy again. 
Ob ! chance or fortune^ providence or fate. 
Be mine the dreariest lot, the diortest date;. 
]>2 B 
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Wdcbme or grief, or danger's dark ahyjss : 
Yet save me only irom a doom like.this 1 ,. 

C Nay: leave to ladies caus^ess s%hs and.tears. 
And tremblings at . imaginary^ fears ! 
Ladies .there are — and they, who know not such^^ 
Had better know too little than too much — , 
Ladies there are^ who feel, or fe^ the dread 
Of treacherous snares for simple mai4ens spread ; . 
And keep their charms behind thf^ veil or &n, 
To guard them from that base seducer, man; 
Who yet might safe 'mid thousand Tarqmns move^ 
Burlesques on beauty^ antidotes to Ipye. . .. 

Tis thus, I hold, you dread the coll^ post ; 
Denied, despise it; but obtain'd, would boast . r 

And why with sacrilege of scorn neglect , - i ^ 

That grave demeanour, which shoiild teach, respect ? ; 

P. Such is my nature — ^nature rules .us still, : 
Too deeply rooted to be. changed at wiU; 
What, though weak art would mar her settle4 pW)>: . ; 
And with exotic trappings deck the man; , , 
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In some rash moment fides the labour'd fonn. 
Like paint dissolving when the cheek is warm. 
Such is my nature : therefore must I smile. 
If solemn jugglers thoughtless youth b^[uile ; 
Must. think, no cap can mend the head below it. 
No gown create philosopher or poet : 
Must doubt, if reason always held her torch 
To guide the Academiis or the Porch :^— 
Tho' Athens beams, revered from length of age, 
If all her sages were so very sage ! 
Not every devote^ who lifts to heav^ 
Her pious .eyes, may find hei' fitults forgiv'n: 
Not ev'ry Don, who folds with sapient air 
His arms upon his breast, clasps wisdom there. 

C Young man, beware ! ^tis grievous want of sense 
To give men in authority (^fl^ce. 
And what your motives ? P. Motives !-^love of truth, 
And pain, when error warps the mind of youth i 
Motives, thim fear of angry Dons more strong. 
And lending vigour to the weakest song ! 
When Danish Canute loiter'd on the shore, 
Np wave durst touch a king, his courtiers swope< 
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Why ebb ye not, ye tidtt ?«^^^ mtimiA slaiidt 
To claim obedienee, and ye seek the aMd» ! 
Yes ! they roU'd on, by migbiier nutura bounfl^ 
And bade the mmiAroh Twiifthr^-^or b^ dvoWa'd 

C. Yet surdy pmiie i$ better tMte^ ihan blames 

P. Well: come then praise: and come to all the same t 
Come, Panegyrie, tkUmg lettered fars| 
As Burh^y, Monk, and Blomfield praise their peers i 
Praise thick, and Wholesale pokitin^ stiB their pen 
With << mighty heroes,'* or ^ m(M learned men I'' 
Ck)me9 view the Senior Commoihroom, aad dry 
<< What chatyniiig talk ! how wk and wisdom vie l** 
Yet there are some, of pride and dinner fiill. 
Orate, itiid sedaC^ imd Ikens'd to be dull s 
Their mouths sp b)isy, -^ani so gjMd their fkre^ 
IIoW ^hdiild kqiihys spirit enter there? 
All local tbe¥i&e9«H^ hftpfy one stieoeed 
Of sprigbtli^r tone— 7I ga^es tio^ what indeed^ 
Yet one there Is, whidb et^r^ leAip^r Mtt> 
Call suit all &^ and hil^]^ i(U^irits, 
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Th» were not much i-^ut oft ire iiee mth pttui !', 
Infectious dulness qml tlie younger vein ; 
And bind the gownsman to a aui^e m^ 
With the dofte chains of form and eCiquelle: 
While poor DisooEurse^ a prijgoner on pan^i 
Forbidden seems o'er Maiidlin-bridge to stroll; > 
But hovers, like a crippled bird, about 
The college wall% and settles on a Scout. 
Tbo' e'» dull politics were abm^ belief. 
The last new noydl, or the last nc^w thief. 

C* For faeav'n's Bake $tq>! nor letthy ceaseless tangqe 
Run on in rhyming pros0 tiurough right and wrong. 

P. Alas I the crowding fiiults, fatiga^ my eyes, 
And folliei stiii, )&e Alps on Alps, arise: 
E'en could I haxe»«-a6 Pope and Homer sin^^ 
And witling poets,«**r<m each lighter s^^ring)--*- 
A throat of brass^ wkk thcmsand tongues suppUedi 
And lungs of steel«^-ond God knows what b^side-»*> 
Still some^ I fear, would want their just rmowni 
Unsung their glories^ and tiieir names unknown ! 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



U THE OXFORD SPY. 

For wlio may tell, how Dons would vainly Astssj 
In pomp of mien, internal nothingness, 
And, like the ostrich, some few reeds between, 
because they see not, think diemsdves unseen : 
How Bachelors, of tune's slow march afraid, 
Must drawl the nonsense which they never made; 
While the grave, patient Master keeps his chair. 
And counts the seconds with a judge's air : 
How still— blush, Oxford, blush to hear it told— 
Survives the Monkish mummery of old: 
How libraries in learned rows are spread, 
With books admir'd and quoted — ^never read: 
How glittering volumes shine in gaudy pride— ' 
For strangers to admire their gilt outside: 
How some gay Tutc»*, while b? pockets pounds. 
More rarely sees his pupils, than the hounds ; 
For let them fail or prosper, sink or swim, # 
Most mighty Nimrod ! what are they to him ? 
Or how som^ leech of greatness bows him down 
To the gold tassel, or the silken gown : 
How— C. Have a care I let Scotdi Reviewers write 
These idle calumnies, as fidse as trite ; 
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Distort the truth; with stupid ranocmr plj 

The oft-told tale, the long^explodedlie. 

Adopt not thou tihe hireling scribbler's trade : 

The worst of villains is a renegade 

Or turn at least your satire's muddy stream^ 

Nor make poor Oxford an eternal theme. ' ' 

Mliat ! shall the guardian of the rising race -^ ■ '^ 

Be like the painting in the market-plao^ 

Where ev'ry country critic us'd to halt, 

And smear his greasy finger o*&c a &ult?. . 

Yet, 'mid such libels, still she stands unhurt,. ' 

Too strong to dread a cannonade of dirt ; - 

Still, as her years increase, her honour gp^owii^ 

And all assaults recoil upon her foes. 

But aproposy there is a story 'told— > 

P. One of your own? Ci Oh ho^ indeed^ quite old. - 
I swear not, mind, if it be &lse^ or true; 
But, as it suits our purpose^ it will do. 

A statue once, Apcdlo^ Jot^ or Pan, 
Xiook'd, in the moonlight, like an honest man : 
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A dranken Laiad emaiB maitf ring ka3£ a aong^ 

And, full of wine and irakiir, reei'd idoQg 

Just where he dicHdd mvL ^ Damn it I oMi^t you stiv ? 

^ Why did you let me m agaiiist you, Sir?" 

And first, 'ti^ said, h^ diaUeng'd it outri^ 

To meet with [Hatalfl 3t llie danrn of light. 

It moY*d nott jfiofce nmU so his Lordship dkn^ht 

He'd best chastipeihe sooinidrd<xi the sfkit. 

Then straight attacks the staCne mhea^ it stood, 

Breaks his own^&t% and co^^ it with blood : 

1111, tir'd of Tictmry, doair he «tuiBdi>le8 on. 

Exulting in the ldi0U|^ ^>gkny won: 

^* Well, as I Itepe, JNre ^taught itim manners no« , 

*< And, by my soul ! he ne'er ivtum'd a blow V* 

How weak your censure^ while these scenes engage 
TV ^ipm tfwtii»!]Qf >&e Ji&lQg age 1 
The first in wealthy uri^Jimtf S)iilh# cr mind. 
To raise our Churcdl« ar/gaajsdoaur ^(^awidetignfd, 
Here must they come : here sacred Science gives . 
A stamp and 8an<^^fi& tc^tiMurii|i»ii».]^ 
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P. There/thcte itki in bodi^ of less" weight 
Who cares, their follied and their faiite how f^teniX 
Here creefi no errors but the land must feel; 
But must endanger Britain's common weaL 
Nor here, alas ! the mighty mischief ends, 
But taints' our schools, and from our schckuls ascends. 
Thus patriot zeal inspires my humble ati'ain^ 
And bids me wish perfection — tho' in vain. 

C. What ? — ^wish perfection T wish it on die earth ! ' 
Go then >^ endow a college, — give it birth \ 
Is that impossible?— ^then check thy spleen, 
And praise the best of systems which have been: 
Think, what great names have risen from Oxford's stock, 
Bacon, Bdyle, j'obnson, Addison, and Locke: 
At liumble distance trace their bright career. 
Nor scorn the rules which made them what they were !' 

P. Yes : 'sages hence liave risen : and Granta too ' ^ 
Boasts sages/ poets, wits, as well as you. - ^ 

But such I count not : such were never form'd 
By college rules," with college ^studies warm*d: ' 
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Such men must ri$^ >tho* deep in deteiti set, 
And bunt a Timotu*, or a Mahomet: 
Bound by no lnws, no steady course they keep ; 
But through the worlds like rapid comets sweeps 
Isis ! howe'er their deeds, or counsels shine^ 
Not thine their labours, nor their honours thiaai 
What's Leipsic's pldbn, Montmartre's height, to tibee, 
Tho' vet'ran Blucher walks an LL.D. ? 
T^o : view the gen'ral swarm, which life must draw 
From, Oxford to the Senate, Church, or Law: 
Their strength or grace shall college learning rear 
More than the cassock, or the wig they wear ? 

Still it is, true, that Isis fairly claims 
Her names illustrious — now, alas I but names. 
Or, just to living science^ yet may smile 
To s^ her Gaisford, and her Elmslbt toil; 
From ancient bards dear misty doubts awsy, 
Nor clpg with comments what is clear as day. 
Too happy authors; could they 'scape the dutdi 
Of murd'ring German, and laborious Dutch : 
For vast the herd, who urge the curs'd pretence 
To mend the reading and expound the sense. 
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Hb crude conjectures first a dreamer pours: 
A second blots them : and a third restores. 
Another comes — ^he too must shew his taste-* 
first, second, third, are all alike eflbc'd. 
Thus on your walls, ye priscms of the town. 
Fade short-liv'd bills^ scarce sooner up» than down : 
Obscured too soon by heaps of newer stuff, 
Quaok yields to quack, and puff succeeds to puff! 

, Still deq> divines are ours : and ours the lot 
To boast a Peel, a Grenville^ and a Scott, 
Masters there are, who keep in durance here 
Talents, most worthy of the widest sphere : 
Tutors^ as grateful feelings, bid me say, 
Who want but scope to give thdjr genius play : 
Rich in all learnings in religion sound, 
With humour wis^ with elegance profound ; 
Who praise^ and who pursue^ the liberal plan. 
Which forms at onc^ the scholar and the man. 

He too, was here, whose bright undying ray — 
Why sav'd it not his college from decay ? 
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Yet still that'^coll^ iiVes^tho'' empty haUs^ 
And sUent eloquence of mould'ring walls,' 
Tell, how one doom awaits the great and sage; 
And Science yidds to Fashion and to Age t-^ 
Yet still it lives — ^the memory of that name 
Secures a bright eternity of fame ; ' 
To patriots dear shall be the patriot's home. 
And where Fbk was, oblivion dares hot come ! 

C Wdl then, niy friend, fdmosi we are agreed ; 
Our words at variance, but t&e sathe our breed.^ 
And you, methinks, although a AVhig in pitit, 
Love Church, and State, and Isis too, at hea;rt. 
Tet why her tiults — ^if faults she faaiS — ^proclaim. 
Foe to, her .rules, and traitor to her f^mte ^ 

P. Because I wish those faults to have an end : 
Because I am no flatt'rer, but her firiend : 
Because I know, tkat real foes deride, 
With sneering jest, her bigotry and pride; 
Tel]« how.her boasted learning keeps confined 
The growth of reason, and the stretch of mind. ' 
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How Locke was banish'd in contemptuous sort. 
And Gibbon found but ".prejudice and port." 

C. Name then the means.— P. Good Sir, I don*t 
pretend: 
All may deplore, what very few can me];id. 
Pow'r must reform: *tis mine alone to see 
That such things are, and wish them not to be : 
'Tis mine to wish, that Science, just and plain. 
Should drop her errors, and extend her reign; 
Pure Mathematics fix the mind of youth 
On the firm basis of eternal truth ; 
Be scaim'd Weight's, Number's, Figure's, Motion's laws. 
And from the vast effects inferr'd th' Almighty cause: 
Sublime Philosophy shine clear, and fraught 
With power of words, and energy of thought ; 
Yet none be deem'd, in learning's seat, to waste 
Their hours on classic elegance and taste ; 
On Helicon's fair dreams, whose soft control 
Refines all worldlier feelings of the soul ! 
Thus form'd and strengthen'd, Science rears h^r throne. 
By sceptics dreaded, and to fools unknown. 
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Ohy Oxford I mighty with majestic tow'rs, 
Lovely with shade of academic bow'rs — 
Thus may*8t thou draw new dignity from ag^ ; 
Thus claim thy part in history's brightest page ; 
Defend Religion, and instruct the State, 
The first in wisdom, as the first in weight. 
Heroes shall hence, and legislatdrs rise, 
Bold in the field, and in the council wise : 
Here tiative bards to fixture time convey 
The mighty magic of the moral lay : 
Here England's sous, while life is fresh and bright. 
With virtue, peace; with study, blend delight; 
Mature taste, feeling, principle; and raise. 
With feats of eld, the fire olT younger days : 
Then men, and patriots, deaf to factious brawls; 
Foremost, where honour or their country calls : 
To her and heaVn their ripen'd talents yield, 
And run their high career on glory's ample field !/ 
As, first, the rower's inexperienc'd strength 
Plies the small skiff the safer Cherwell's length; 
Soon, proud of skill, assembled crowds he braves. 
Where silver Isis boasts her broader waves : , . 
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What time his course the summer sun has stay'd» 
And softer evening spreads the gathering shade; 
While beauty walks the banks ;^ and music round 
Sheds o'er the heart th' enchanting pow'r of soulid ; ' 
And gazersi from each hall, and coll^e^ stand. 
Cheer their own boat, and amaous urge to land; 
Wheh back from Iffley the swift oars are heard, 
I>ash in the stream, — ^tho' scarce the stream is stirr'd-^ 
The steersman shouts ; the gallant crew rows on ; 
And toil is pleasure if the race be won. 
As, here, young Isis rolls, in laughing pride, 
Through classic scenes her unpolluted tide; 
With more of beauty than of grandeur flows ; 
Sounds but of joy disturb the calm repose: 
Sobn ships and commerce crowd the mightier streanM, 
And deck the bosom of majestic Thames. 
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INVERSE. 
DIALOGUE THE FOURTH. 



P. Once mor^ my friend, on calm discussion bent. 
Come, let us use the reason Ood hid lent; 
Idly once more converse asi' hour away, 
And please ourselves, whaHte'er tK^ rest may say: 
But sick at length, and weaiy to descry 
How single foUies bubble, bneakj add die^ 
At petty faults; no longer let iis shoot,' 
But boldly raise the aie and strike the root ;. * 
Prove, front a ground-work weak, and badly laid, 
How frail must be the sBperstmctasre made; 
Assert thought's liberty, and judgment's right, 
And drag reluctant error full to light 

D 4 A S ■ - i 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



6 THE OXFORD SPY. 

C. Where are you now? — why let such phrenzy bear 
Your hurrying course of mind — ^you know not where? 
In time desist-^-all think your words the dreams 
Of wild ambition's disappointed schemes ; 
That you, like patriots, with no patriot viewS| 
From blighted hopes, and private spleen abuse. 

P. So let them think— though wide their fimdes fiilly 
'Tis at l^t something]^ that they think at alL 
But you, who know me, know my nobler aim^ 
No puny longing for the bubble &me : 
Long have I learnt to pass it careless by^ ^ 

And hear another prais'd without a sigh; . 
My only wish to tear the mask fiway. 
Till palsied follies &de in open day ; 
Remove th' illusive film, by which is thrown 
O'er learned fraud a splendour not its own* 
For who, unmov'd, can see such follies rest, 
Because they suit their kind preservers best? 
As Indian priests their senseless Pagod raise> 
Enrich'd by ^fts, which superstition pays; 
Or Monks preserved with rev'rence scraps of wood^ 
A malefactor's bones, or marks of blood ; 
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Then « lo ! the blessed dross.:" or ".view," jfliey said, 
-« The bones c£ saints, flie UocnI, which martyrs shedJ* 
The crafty thrive, because the most are blind* 
And fatten on the follies of mankind. 

C Still, still, the same — yon thusrby dnblets pour 
Tour changeless venom to torment the more; 
As when slow &lls the water, drop by drop. 
Permitted neither to flow fiust nor stop, 
Acutest pangs the writhing victim try. 
Torture the most, and let the latest die. 

Pt No : a good end by honest means I ^eek. 
Condemned tosee, and not afraid to spede: 
And if but small effects attend the few, . 
^Tis fair to try, what many strokes will do. 
For, this the truth— emerged from Gothic night,* 
First partial :SoieQce gave a glimm'ring light-^ 



* If any tliiiig advaneed in tEis Dialogue appears a repetition of 
^hat has been said in a former one, the excuse must be, that tmth can 
liardly be told too often ; and that the writer wishes in sober serious- 
ness^ that these sentiments should make their impression. 
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When in the cloister's misanthropic shade 
The generous vigour of the mind decay'd } 
When no bright visions fann'd ambition's flame; 
No female smile urg'd manhood on to fiune; 
But beauteous maids in gloomy convents pin'd; 
Their feeling deaden'd — ^not their souls resigned— 
Conscious of weakness, Popes implanted here 
Dark disputations, offipring of their fear; 
Scholastic mumm'ry hid, or banished, truth, 
And poison'd all the common-senscf of youth: 
There in the maze of subtle jargon lost, 
The strongest reason could but err the most; 
As through some marsh who strives his way to win^ 
The more he labours, flounders deeper in. 
Some parts are now cast off-*and some remain- 
Thus incongruity is all we gain : 
For till the whole, from base to top, shall &11, 
. 'Twere better nothing had been done at all : 
Since then, like Rome, unwieldy, and o'ergrown^ 
From its own weight had sunk the &bric down : 
But some small sense is mix'd, we must allow. 
To make the patchwork call'd a system now* 
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Now Popes are pow'rless — yet our studies trace ; 
The discipline, views, genius, of the place : 
All insufficient, cramp'd, ill*judg'd, appear ; 
Confin'd, yet tedious; though minute, severe: 
With useless forms, and disquisitions fraught; 
Yet leaving necessary things untaught. 
Rise then, ye Jesuits, and with glad surprise 
In Oxford still St. Omers recognise; 
Ye sophist Monks, here burst to life anew, 
Your sun once set in height meridian view ! 
Books should teach life; connect the mighty link 
Of past, and present; and cause men tp think; 
But what are they, luiless to use ^pplie^ 2 
Or what is learning, but as action's guid^ ? 
Yet words, not things, from eViy book, are sought, 
To load the memory — ^not improve tb^ thought — 
Dates, places, names, a valley, or a plain, 
'< Confusion, worse confounded^" fiU the brain. 
The gownsman jumbles in his aching head. 
Rivers, long dry; and one^yed men, long dead; 
Kens little points, where still suspicions lurk,. 
That some old woman must have been at work ; 
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But leaves the gen'ral scope and tenor free 

For such — ^as need not read for a degree : 

WhJit^&edem languages and modem lore. 

Languish unknown ; or lost, if known before. 

Nor this alone — ^but habit's laws confine 

The very course of classic discipline : 

The same historians, and one single sage, 

Complete monopoly of thought engage; 

One only road lies open — all pursue 

The same dull round, nor dare to break it through. 

Oh ! if the lettered gownsmen never thought 
Of learning more^ than Alma Mater taught; 
This Oxford sage might tell you in a trice 
How pigmies fought with cranes, or frogs with mice ; 
Yet think, perhaps, these gentry fought again 
On Stamboul's towVs, or Pavia's fatal plain ; 
Might tell how Jason first his sails unfurl'd. 
And coasted for a sheep-skin round the world; 
And yet poor man, might never chance to hear, 
Who found, or nam'd, another hemisphere. 
He knows what monsters bred in Scythian frost- 
Ask him who peopled England — he is lost. 
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From him are chemistry's dark secrets hid? 
Oh no ! he knows what mighty Midas did ; 
Chemist profound ! who gold frorn^ all things carv'd ; 
Yet like his luckless followers nea^y starv'd ! 
And stufTd with long-Iiv'd Indiaif s longer tales. 
Might just .enquire, if Cahnucs live in Wales. 
Yet say, shall prejudice unchecked preside, 
And wave her nightnshade in protected pride? 
The Stagyrite be confirmation strong, 
And Latin Logic mingle right tmd wrong ? 

Not long ago, as half asl^p I lay, 
But dreamt at night the studies of the day^ 
This vision came. Where Oxford elders sate^ 
And held their Sanhedrim in sol^mi states 
In sudden haste an aged fonn appear'd. 
And shook the shadowy honours of his beard : 
Though deep dismayed, he bore in ^tha* hand. 
Dark, pond'rous tomes ; and mov'd in gown and band ; 
With goodly paunch, and long mis-shapen head. 
And seeming, for a spirit, not ill-fed. 
Though lines of thought *twas seldom giv'n to trace 
On the wide level of that vacant face ; 
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Now o'er the rueful void disorder came^ 

Mixture sublime of sorrow, fear, and shame ! 

*< Logic" upon his brow was graven bright; 

Yet now his words were natural from fright. 

** Hunted by all, despis'd, abus'd, I come — 

** You, my last hope — and this, my only home — 

** My friends, in sorrow- faithful found alone ! 

** Since Ghreeks, and Monk§, and Jesuits all are gone— 

'* If e'er I thwarted truth, the mind misled, 

*^ Puzzled the wise, and tum'd the weaker head ; 

** Oh ! view my fallen dignity : and vow 

*« To shield me from the foes who crush me now ! 

** Th' ungratefid modems mock my sore distress : 

" With hate relentless Truth and Reason press* • 

" See, see, e'en now tbqr comef-^^-like ghosts that shun 

" The dawn, and vanish at die rise of sun ; 

" These upstiirt lights unhappy mmt I fly, 

" Or, bound for ever,steep'd in Lethe^Ufe. 

** Yet save me, save me !^— thmk, how welM' taught 

** The rights of wrong, and sweet disorder wrought ! 

" No more must I on Isis'- margin sport,' ' • 

** Make the straight, crooked, and perplex the short ! 
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<^ No more"— alas ! the keen pursuers reach 
The king of words, and<stopt.his dying speech. 
The sages gaz'd in sileQce, pitied, 'wdpt : 
One in advance to- save him^ boldfy stept : 
Whom Reason baide, obediedt to her laws. 
Contend and conquer in a better cause : 
. Him they bore down to Stygian gloom their prey. 
Shrieking his own dilemma all the^wfiy i . 

There let him lie — ^there make his fev'rite schisms. 
Till Styx itself shall echo syllogisms ; 
My dream, though. «eiit -through -neither gate, is true; 
For thrice I dreamt it — near the morning too* 
Yet, Oxford, say^ without a friend, like this. 
And questions fram'd on false hypodiesis ; 
*< Without the smile, from pairtial logic won, 
" Oh ! what wert thou?^-^ woridr without a sun !"* 

C. Come^ come, with Gothic times let visions cease ; 
In God's name, let the dead repose in peace i - ' 

* In the opinion of the deepest commentators this is the true reading . 
of the passage in " the Pleasures of Hope :" if so, it should be im-^ 
mediately restored. 
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Hope not your £une by such device to lift. 
The bungling poet's miserable shift : 
As some stuck Greek, unable to escape^ 
Ungrateful, brings his gods into the scrape; 
Puts reason, sense^ consistency, aside, 
And cuts the knot, which could not be untied t 
My stomach turns, when forms of giant size 
Shake the scar'd earth, and wrapt in clouds arise ; 
When come the noiseless step, the hollow groans. 
The glaring eye-balls, and the rattling bones. 
Scarce can we bear, since darker days are o'er. 
The ghost of Hamlet, or of Polydore, 

But to return — shall ancient rules give way 
To ev'ry upstart notion of a day i 
Or shall a body of our weight adopt 
Each idle theory at random dropt ? 
Each fresh-blown fancy, knaves or fools invent. 
Without sense, reason, thought, experiment ? 
Like Gall, and Spurzheim, tell the wise or dull; 
And measure brains by feeling round the skull ? 
Owen of Lanark ! thy great plans adore. 
And live in common, like our sires of yore ? 
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Believe that mind is matter ; matter mind; 

And veer to ev'ry point with ev'ry wind ? 

Or would you tear our glorious structure down^ 

To raise some puny building of your own ? 

As when some mighty fabric claims a sigh 

For the past glories of the days gone by ; ! 

Though scarce its strength impair'd ; though scarce 

defaced 
By time the lovely vestiges of taste ; 
The soulless rustics come, and, one by one^ 
Strip massy fragments of disjointed stone ; 
Their barbarous hands with ceaseless pillage glut. 
And spoil the temple to erect the hut 1 
Thus soon would awiid orthodoxy fall, 
And Quacks and Methodists be Lords of alL 

P. Yet chapels, reared in orthodoxy's spite. 
Like Gorgon visions, petrify the sight. 
But this is nothing ; — ^fools were never few ; — 
Fools there must be-ror what are knaves to do ? 
Nor can our church a single taunt provoke : 
Our bigot learning is the standing joke* 
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And some there are— nor let their words decdve** 
Who laugh a little in the lengthenM sleeve : 
For must we only Aristotle quote, 
And all his Treatises be learnt by rote ? 

C. They strengthen reason. P. And can nought be 
found 
To strengthen reason, in itself more sound ; 
While Bacon, Paley, pour their flood of light, 
To shame the doctrines of the Stagyrite } 
If nature hints, that time may still unfold 
New lights, and wisdom add them to the old ; 
If I dare think, that science has reveal'd 
To Bacon truths, from all before conceaPd; 
Where is my crime ?— -Must reason yield die csnae^ 
If awfid Aristotle issues laws ; 
And, as his royal pupU sway'd mankipd, 
Would daim despotic empire o'er the mind :— 
Nay : more than Philip's son in arms could do^ 
Would rule by dogmas, and for ever too ? 
What ! in this age, when narrow views are flown^ 
And thought is free, and bigotry unknown; 
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This age of licence^ when the worst may deem 

Their right secure to libels lie^ blaspheme ; 

Here still shall doctrines, though from sense estranged. 

Like laws of Medes and Persians, rest unchanged? 

Shall old decisions curb the mind's free scopes 

And science ovm a literary Pope ? 

No : praise the master genius ; but deny 

To aught on earth infkllibility, 

C Unhappy sage : the shallow moderns' hate 1 
Too closely wise : too deeply intricate ! 
What's most unlike themselves, or wrong, or right. 
Disgusts them still — Moors paint their devils white. 
Yet were it well to boast some better claim — 
First learn to understand, then dare to blame. 

P. Blame ! is then rev'rence of his sacred name, 
And wonder at his depth of reason Uame ? 
No : cloth'd in words^ strong, plain, preoise, where each 
Has wdght of sense, and scorns the fiow'rs of ^speech : 
Nations admir'd the page with science fraught, ^ 

And monarchs honour'd what a sage had taught. 
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His mighty labours mock the march of tim«^ 
And tower in wisdom's majesty sublime ; 
Yet from the foplish praise of one duU sect 
Who keep what, liviogy. he would now r^ect ; 
Champions of error, reason's growth they U^t^, 
And stop the rising beams of younger lights ^ 
As some tall mountain^ ere the day is dcoie^ . ; 
Athos, or Atlasy intercepts the sun : 
The mighty shade along the shore is thrown? 
And clouds the deep with darkness not its own*. 
But I have done : — no subtle wrangler I ^ 
You boast, like all the resl^ Philosophy. 

Ah poor Philosophy I thou injurM name^ ; . 
On which the dreams of madmen mount to fame; . 
With which mankind their sev'ral systems dub. 
In courts, or wilds, the garden or ^ tub ; . 
Thou, like thy ston^ nor seen, nor usiderstood ; .. , 
'^ The greatest evil, or the greatest good :" 
Claim'd by all nations — though possess'd by few- — 
Chaldee, Greek, Scythian, Turk, GhiMSf^ Hindoo t 
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Something, oi*-tiothing: yet with rev'rehce heard, ' ^ 
Dissecting now a world, and now a word; 
Or measuring earth ; or tracing nature's plafi ; 
Combining atoms, cir instructing man;' 
Deist, or Atheist, turning schemes about, ' ' ' ^ ^' ' 
Till feeling, senses existence iseem a do«bt ? • ' • - 
Quibblingwilh PyrrfiOj or'With Ptatd*tA^ght^ '^* - ' 
To lift to heav'n soul, spirit, hope, And-tta^u^ht-t* " 
Now sowing discord ; now ta pe^ib the gfttrieV ^ ^ 
The friend of wisdom ; o* the tool bf pride j ' '' ^ 

Next teaching holier truths, from hteaLV*n'pW)fcMiniyi ' ' '^ 
Than ever reasonfound, or fancy firtEtm^dr^^^^' :; yji. i\[^f. 
Or soaring upwards, mid the spheres to stray. 
With Newton^ Pcdemy, or Tycho Brahe: « ^ \ - 
More lately seen^ with iklaehocd's banefol breath, ."'^ ' 
To sever fiiaids,. and fiU a realm with death ; '^ * 

Proving, that all things differ but in name; 
Truth, erroor, virtue^ vice, themselves the sattie; ' 
And bidding villains triumph in the trust, . > i 
That man is mortal, and the soul but dust ; - - ' * -' 

And o!er ReUgjaa'fi proiilfftte |bvQi.advaoce • . -i ..i j ^ 
The hopeless dark divinity of chance ! • 

b2 
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Oh ! sacred sound of ev'ry tongue snd clime; 
Nor bound by spac^ nor circmi^r^M by tirpe r 
Loud, universal, mighty, like the wind 
Which aU may feel ap4 he^r^ bi^t 9QI^ m$^ find ; 
Still heard with mingledrey'rence, loTe, aiid icoKi 
Say^ heaven-born Science say, what art tbw b()tre ? 
Say, dost thou flourish, skilTd in deep inte&tSf , 
Sublime inventions, nice es^p^riments ? 
Or dost thou love, as Bacon, taoglikt, to trac^ 
The book of Nature with the b^k of Gmce f 
Or track the plaqet^ and observe the tide^ , 
High as the heaven, aiid as the ocean wide? 
Blush, poor philosophy^ oh ! blush to own 
Thy influence dead, thy veiy name uokflo^^a 
Or only taught, in dull dispute^ to brood 
O'er names,, and terms, a fi^c^ and a mtiod I 

C» Heavais t what a showV of woi^l hqw hmg^smd 
loud, 
It rolls, and rumbles, like a thun&frrdoMd I 
Yet sounding words no soUd sense Hi^ay b^r 
Loud bursts the bubble only fill'd with.air*. 
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And heaven forbid^ tl^t O^icfdi^ should adTsnc^ 
To greet 'tfcte iiew PbiIo»s<^by of Prance : 
Or ^^ai^ysics Ei^gli^ youili should fipoil. 
The rankest produce <>f the Gern^an soil ! 
Why name iPhilosbphy ? ,With paki we see 
Whit gloomy poets m&m it now to be :* 



• Whatever may be the poetry of the present age, the philosof^ 
contained in it is certainly the most monstrous system ever invented ; 
and if the cofitagidn ^tmdB, it iadilRcxiU to say ^Mit w^ bedoiie Af 
generous sympathy, or honourable ambftion. It would b^ an amusing 
speculation to trace the various characters, which ha'v^ been exhibited 
«s hwoes by dUfereiit vmteiis in diffearenft ages ; to mafk the 4|i9ttoctiali 
between the heroes of Homer and Virgil, Tasso wdAiiosto ; between 
the heroes of Gothic enchantment, or romantic chivalry ; till we come 
to the seduct]!v« tendenfeM of the Prettch j|0vdi»ts> or the siekljr «enil- 
mentality of the German drapia. The hero now in fashicm is an ano- 
malous b^g, proud in his own weakness, and deriving a sort of dis- 
eased ^tt^iiAem finpta the ^otiseioteness of his own misery ; hating the 
worlds and rejoicing in the world's hatred ; a being, who by every 
method in his power brings ruin upon himself, and then pretends to 
comi^tiis of the efficacy of his effbffei; with kA the ertravagant absur- 
■dities of a Quixote, but without any of 'the liberal feelings ; who makes 
personal dignity to consist in every mark of an unamiable temper, or ah 
alanli«rd Gfonscielfde, tbe hazard features, huiried step, and ferdciote 
aspect ; and mental dignity, in gloomy pride, and senseless despon- 
dency. Who would at first think that all this is only another way of 
disguising the vanii^ of the human heart ? 
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A sel&tormentiiig fiend, which feeds on pain^* 
Yet dares of misery, which it caus'd, complain ; 
Whence formed are men, whose wild ambitious views 
Soon << furnish matter for the tragic Muse !" 
Too soon they mar Uie openings scenes of Itfe^ 
With dark intrigued, and unsuccessful strife ; 
Blind, warring wishes, set the soul on fire 
In the deep chaos of uncurb'd desire ; 
Till passion reigns on reason's overthrow. 
And thought becomes an instrument of woe: 
O'er the chill brow still flits th' eternal smiley 
Though burning rcares consume the heart the while; 
As lies oh Etna's breast th' unmelted snow. 
Though quenchless flames for ever roll below. 
Deep in their souls the fiirious passions dwell. 
And for themselves mske their own thoughts a helL 
They mount the various scales of guilt and care 
To the ftdl climax of intense despair : 
In self-sought death the finish'd drama stops ; 
And o'er the mangled form the pitying curtain drops* 
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Not such the old philosophy, whose scope . 
Was firm sendurance, or unwearied hope; 
Cakn as the majesty of Grecian forms ; 
Or their pure sky, scarce-capable of storms^ 
Or sternly good, too haughty to complain, 
Forbade to fed, or to acknowledge paiti : 
Or wise with pleasure, and with temperance gay, 
Smil'd at the world, and laughed its griefs away; 
Or daring fiur above this earth to climb, 
Weigh'd heaven with man ; eternity with time ; 
Trusted their gods' kind providence would last. 
And rule the future, as they rul'd the past. 
This virtue's essence — Jbence, they taught, arise 
Her grandest, loveliest^ most endearing ties: 
First to give happiness ; this simple law 
From nature's scheme the human mind may draw :<— 
And next to bless it, when to others given. 
And view with joy th' indulgent care of heaven ; 
Chearish and love all things beneath the sun— 
This man should do— for this his God has done. 

Oh ! if what God has made him, man would be, 
Pure in his thoughts, and in hb feelings free^ 
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He yet were hi^py* Who can gaze cm eartb^ 
Where mighty nature gives sudi beauty birth ; 
Nor feel his soul with cahn delight overflow. 
Nor own her joys our purest bliss below ? 
The fresh'ning breeze of morning to inhale^ 
Or softer breathings of the evening g^e : 
To feel the spring's or summer's charms display^d^ 
The flow'ry fragrance, or the vocal shade : 
View the bright tints of autumn's deep serene. 
Or solemn stillness of the winter scene: 
To stand entcanc'd vpoa the mountain's brow» 
Or near some rapid river's rushing flow ; 
Whether a pleasii^ silence hush the air» 
Or the wild winds contend and madden there c 
To view the earthy and heaven, imd ocean rtfe 
With minions crowding in the pride of life : 
And the red sun, like some vast giant, rise ; 
Or settings tinge the water and the ski^ ; . 
Then gaze iq>on those waters, and that sky» 
Which seem to meet at distance to t^e eye : 
To see the depths with fires of aether glow. 
And heaven, as seen above, appear below : 
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Then upwards gaze ; and in the firmament 
View stars unnumbered light the yast extent; 
And think how other worlds, beyond^ unknown, 
Have stars, moons, planets, systems of their own : 
All, all is raptur(Mis !*^v'ry feeling, given 
From nature pure^ refines the soul for heaven, 
Till warm with gratitude it soars above. 
In thrilling awe and universal love. 
Yet man, these natural feelings all destroyed, 
Makes his own heart a wide and aching void ; 
And bliad to beauty, deaf to murie's sftraan. 
Nature for him is beaiitifiil in TaJii i 
And this he calls {^osopby i^-'^^tar tUs 
His breast is cldsM to calm, mH-^^mjog yiss I 
Byheavoi! th^^'s not a tnribi^ that Mkfasly ^B^&les 
Through the vast oomt's tcibutary tides : 
There's not a beast, that roams tke forest, .Uest 
To quench his hunger, ami aqoy his rest ; 
No bird, that loves her Jtiative spot ; or srwe^ 
0*er the wide waters of the m^hly dei^ : 
There's not. an itmect, baridng in the sun. 
That lives its litde day, and dies when day is done^ 
But what, while blest, pursuing nature^s ^plan. 
Might shame the proud {^losopjiy of man. 
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To them no varied joys their beings give ; 
Enough for them to live, and feel they live. 
But man creates a drearier darker doom, 
In self-taught pain, and artificial gloom : 
Yet this he calls philosophy — and smiles 
If natural bliss some artless breast beguiles ! 
But why. did he, whom Athens deemM most wise, 
Say, ** no man can be happy, till he dies ?" 
For say, is this our reason, this our sense; — 
To stop our hearts to nature^s influence? 
Though pains and sorrows soon must come, to sigh 
O^er certain evils, which we cannot fly ? 
Or darkling rush on voluntary ills. 
Till care corrodes, or disappointment chillis? 
Deaden our feelings^ blunt our souls to jcfy ; 
Yet proudly grieve that human pleasures doy ? 
Oh ! wiser he^ who sees the mighty sun 
High in the heavens his course of splendour run; 
And thinks his God thus lights the glowing pole. 
Till rapturous rev'rence swells his gladdened soul ! 
Happier, who views, secure from earthly taint. 
The beauteous image of his patron-saint; 
Celestial trust, and holy transport, proves ; 
Gazes entranced : at once adores, and loves ! 
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Wiser and happier, that lone rambler nigh, 
O'er whom, in different moods, we smile or sigh ; 
Though smil^ but mock ; and seldom is exempt 
Compassion's sigh from feelings of contempt ! 

I^ while our footsteps tread some distant scene, 
Fond memory lingers where our home has been ; 
Till years fly backward at her swifi control. 
And former pleasures soothe the sadden'd soul ; 
Say, what dear object rises from the spot, 
Which childhood lov'd, nor manhood e'cfr forgot? 
Oh, not the pile, where taste with grandeur vies. 
And wealth has lavish'd all that art supplies ; 
But the grey ruin, or the mould'ring stone. 
Which tells of haj^ier days, and glories gone. 
Thus thou, far hence^ pur fiiture theme shall be; 
And thought shall turn, poor Bickerton, to thee ! 
While men, iUce moths^ in <piick succession bred, 
Here shine their little season and are fled : 
While all'the young, the witty, and the gay, 
Pass unlamented, and unmiss'd, away ; 
Thee, Oxford oil shall name, remember long, 
As one, far separate from hw vulgar throng ; 
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No worldKng tHoiii of dull iethatgic br^st, 

In thoughts, wonk, feeHn]^ aaould^d by the reiit ; 

Thy miinlia* mind asskitnes no borrowed tone-^ 

Whate'er thy ipreaknesses-^it least thy own ! 

What ! though strange visions fire thy wilder'd brain, 

Thy dress disorder'd, and unchecked thy 6train ! 

What ! though some pedant smile to see thee stray 

With large utatbrella in the cleared day ; 

Or lounge on Isis' banks ; and feel no B?9tre 

To sit mid sages of die Qmi-eh aftid'La^ t 

Or, if tluMi ioT^i^ in idly pensive mood 

O'er human iroes sad vanities tb birood. 

And half to anger, fa^to mirl^ kYclih^d, 

Upbraid the cnmm sskd Mudn^sss of maitkihd ; 

Should he^ to mi^e hS» 'O^ti diiA sense ^owN), 

Pity thy ^weahao^ss, id tkdt p^ty pfodrd; 

Or dar^ vnconsdoiite df bis oWn estate, 

Insult with se^mihg sympathy thy fat^ \.- 

Still reason's sdif might bid %hee not if'e^ine— 

If fame be worth bur Wishes — thoil hasft thme ! 

And oh ! if radiartt fanfey*^ meteor gleaih 

Can gild the ^ottring of thy dai-fc^t df eaitt ; 

If hope can xrbeer thee, till Chou leav'st behind 

The loss of station, and the wreck of mind; 
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If thou canst rest,, while ottiws s^ the pole^ 

To chase their languid listiiiespn^^. ^ sojul ; 

If thou canst laugh, while all around are sad, 

A94 v«rj reason drives the wisest mad ; 

Oh, surely, then our ^Ui^^s.chang'd should be<^ 

Thou pity us — and we must envy thee ! 

P. Aye— but, my friiead, QW poets only strive 
To ^ tl?te.faiicy, ^e^ tbei 4Qul aUve : 
Sworn foe# tp gramiBa^, 'twere th&.WQt^ offence 
To think that mgb^t they md wa& vuljgas sef^e. 
Besides, you reason sure^ much an^is^ 
To use a moide- of argimient like tfai&. , 
For what, though thousw^ foUiea rouadf you ▼iew*^-^ 
Anoth^'s fiuilt i» 90 e^Lcuse for youw 
First heal yo^vs^veq irr^they atiUtbe loudest rail 
At others' frailties,, wbQ:tI^iiuffilY^ aro-frait^ 
Shrink as you may, (he qiii!6$tioii.^t]ll^peimr» ; 
Are there not ppint^ i^ whifib the system errs ? 
Are there not erpcw, wbidfakxefleotdisgntce 
On all the studies wibebre they hold' a place; 
'Which to wishv'j^e.aJlthiQkiiijimihds agree?--* 
And if there are, "vtbj^ fOWB^Ae^iM t0^\be? 
On this must resty o'eirp^t ourlwvaiy way, 
The scope of all 1 sai^, or meant to ss^ : 
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To this, in plain, decisive ternis reply- 
Yield if you must — ^and if you can, deny! 

C. No : there are not : the system, branch* and* root 
Is good complete, perfection absolute* 

P. Enough, my friend ! — ^raise, Oxford, raise thy pride ! 
One of thy sons^ by heaven, is satisfied ! 
What ! though the nation smile, that Dons approved 
Move, in dull state, as .Dons before them moVd ; 
And deeming reason useless, thought insane, 
Give their free agency to heaven again \ 
They scorn the laughter loud, the murmur deep ; 
And, nobly callous to derision, sleep ! , ' 
What, though the world no more-tjiy name revere— 
Thou still disdain'st its unenligfaten'd sneer ; 
Canst still thy mumm'ry, forms, and logic prize ; ' 
And praise the most,, what most the rest despise ; 
As some fond mother fosters in her breast . 
And ever loves the weakest child the best ! 
To me 'tis nothing : .weal, or woe betide. 
My mind is wayward, and the world is wide. ' 
I go : your life may better fates attend ! . 
Farewell, my country, and adieu, my firiend ! 
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C Go then infatuate ! go, and pe^s^ to. claim . j 
All hopes of praise^ or. profit,. wealth, or fame ; i , 

And when intrusive disappointment rears 
Her thousand shapes, and dark in all appears i 
When thy soul blight^ and thy vigour gone^. 
Still impotent ambition lingers on, 
Then shall this thought a double pang impart — 
None but thyself has made thee, what thou art I 

P. I ask no more ; whatever my fete may be. 
Still be that fete procured by none but me : 
Still be it mine to rise or fall alome — 
My good, or evil fortune, — still my own ! 
Now the bright beams of earlier hope are fled: 
If fame e*er fir'd me — it is cold and dead : 
Yet should approval deign awhile to raise 
These unambitious toils; be this my praise : 
No secret malice, no distemper'd spleen. 
Has gall'd me on to plant a wound unseen ; 
No wish to taint a younger breast prevailed. 
That none might prosper, where myself had feil'd: 
But by no ticss of prejudice confin'd, 
I claim'd the charter of th' unfettered mind ; 
Deem'd min^ own senses things not given in vain. 
And judged, as careless to be judged again; 
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Flattered no follies, and no hononrs sought ; 
But freely utteFd, what I fredy thought I 

C Elind heaven, and sober sense, the rest defend 
From thoughts like thine — ^and thine in time amend I 
At last we but pursue the gen'ral plan ; 
Talk long and loud, and end as we b^an. 



END OF THf, FOVRTH DIALOGUE* 
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IN" VERSE. 



9tolo0tte i^t tffW^^ 



*<»% » »»»»»»%i»V»% 



Something too much of this; but now 'tit past. 

CfliLDE Harold^ Canto III. 



%<»%^A^^»%%»w»»» 



OXFORD: 

ton ^UNDAY AND SLATTEB, I^RALD-OFFICE. 

1819. 
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ADVERTISAMENTi 



Sbiro ap6to^j! magr beadcesiMk'j foil io^ticKog wd 
ilkelidjr tinMilbare snigdot'iBgriM upbn the noticd 
e£ th&Universiijrl^M^I kjir» a 'feily iiiApIe-#iifr t« 
offNf : ite mitingf the' fbffBier Dialdgiies' of thiet 
O&ferd Sjpjj I had lifHe dv no hofpe^ tUt< theyp 
woakbpisovis dnyt thitog. idore than a nlete epfaeiii- 
evdj; prbtluc%iion ;» and the giieater pei^t of tbam/ 
thereforoy had ootbing fiurtheif in view^ than the; 
purpose of tempoffary atid locri anaiuseifaeD& The* 
present Dialogue; it is) lib^^^> iiiaf be fotmd^ 
sdmdthing better: and mky sloaiBt, iw ito hbmble' 
sphere^ that sj^irit of mtidnal' itiqdiry> whiefai k 
now generally prevalent^ and which must^ sooner 
or later^ be successful in the attainment of its 
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object. I will not preteud to say — and probably^ 
I should not be believed if I did— that I feel no 
anxiety about the opinion which may be formed 
of its poetical merits^ or demerits : but I can as- 
sert with tru^l^ that I owe* much t^pre about the 
influence which it may have in overthrowing 
those parts of our system^ which are only retained^ 
becil^e ihey haVe been lotig -. established ; i and in 
forwardiiig the. introdiict^oa >or advauceinient of 
ra^re ' useful and necessary studies. 1 : have one 
thing more to add'^'-^nd. I mention; it the more 
seriously from the princi^ile of doing jostiee ta 
others; and to myself'-^it is this ; that> as I have' 
n^self written nothing connected witbihis sub^- 
ject^ under any other signature ; so- ho second 
person has had the smallest share in the design or 
compibsition of the Oxford Spy ; of which^ there- 
fore^ the whole and sole responsibility must of 
cotiise alta^ to a! single individual* , « 
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DIALOGUE THE FIFTH. 



P. If Witt aright thdr tale of terror tell, ^ 

A little after great- Mercurius &U; -- ^ ' 

When down the, fifediestal was seen to nod, - ^ - . ^ 
As loath to leave ks tutelary God; 
And stiff the fro:&en waters stood above^ ' ■ ' $ 
Congeal'd with horror roimd the ftarm they Idve ;' ' 

Through Oxford ran some undefined alarm^ 
A deep and dread suntiise of secret harm ; 
Mysterious whispers next, and dark suspense; 
Last 'the full weight c^ sad intelBgence : 10 

Then crowds on crowds came rushing through the gate, 
Like wave on wave close-dashing in a strait ; 
Gownsmen and townsmen thmng^d thie water's edge, 
To gaze upon the dreadfid sacrilege ;-«• 
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6 THE OXFORD SPY. 

Awe-struck they gaz'd, and mute, and bending low 15 

In motionless intensity of wojs. 

What meets their fixed eyes ?^Alas ! they see 

But the voiJspA^e) whetie^Mefct^ s^otftd hS. 

And what, though to and fro some Tutor runs. 

To vent his sorrow in a string of puns ; 20 

Though Graduates, Undergraduates, loud and long, 

Prove how the deed was wrong — ^was very wrong;— 

Yet there, with dra^kig^iBiepy a SflfHt Ih|ii^^ . 

Canon and Bedmakertf^etbiaff sljrtd^r^ 

Grief levels an4 unites^lib^in^;/ ckwunoa gi^ 3f 

That seeks in mutual ^Qpnyi^% iidf ef ; 

Pride, rank, distinction^f were not then confest> , : 

One mast^if-fiaeling.^te absocb-d-.^ rfst: 

In equal horpqip dU i^lfke wece seen,* 

And shudd'riqg.jSfoerutt^'f^Migidt to' enp the JHeta^ St. 

C. Of this enough* P«>To0.iiiilob;. but/M itstimd) 
An iUu4tr9tUN>» Qf>th«: Ampe .ia ha&d;r-^ 
And nam'd this ratbeiv ^noebjr- e^iy tongur 
God».should:not siidc; unhnnbuc'd' and: unbmig;^ 
Though much nusuft'd^ and Joligl w!tmnMd\Tipt SJSL 
To make a bullet or to mend a pipe. 
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But to that t]i«neH-&if words liksrtiteM ai« rtiii, 

llpd graver t]|6i^;ii^r become my latest strain-^ '^ 
Thus there are timcsy.i^kai nkier ^adeia gke w»y 

To spim^ o'erwhelmh^ feeling^ wuter srwfiy ;. 40 

When all are ecpwl^' as. some pofw'rful cnP ' i.i 

Comes to this baa^l^ w4 comes alike to alL . ' ' 

Thus I— though ^ot to 9»« su(& fasfc belong ; : 
Though all unfit my Slatu»i> Mge^ nndk aoiig-*^ • . ' 
StiU whUe trii^pbant* bo»ottr'^ rkh» caiBs^^ l45 
In g^ofmtkwtiriidom falsely dress'd; . • ' * 
Her^ £nl9i^ safc^aa it her ibrtreip; sleeps, . ' 
And m^idero Science bsng^ the head, and wesfM; ' A 
While cullirated Blinds^ wilh zeal sin^er^ - '' T 
This phioittiin of 8ag» discipline, reveve; ^ 66 

And custom, leagued ipi^h pi«eedbilt, appaars - ' 
To sanctify thjenEaindMieit ef years ^' "' 

i^re^.awenhen^ agaih^.yat onoeagahiy ( ' '-^ 

I raise an honest, though an idie strain y / . > 

Proud, if such str^m may stop our badc^dinifd eoiMe, 5£ 
And rioose liquify iiddi> meseashig feroe. 

Weak at its biath, but isi^tiev^hy bt^^^-^ 
(nqubys flpiikdfiinkaMfmiTd^'iM^^! "^ i d < : 
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Like itiaiiiitaia stream^ incapable of rest^: 

It may be tum'd — ^it caimot be cckaprefuf^^ , - 60 

Methiaks I see that spiriime at l^i^g^ 

Strongs though it now^ unfionadoos of itsstraiji^ 

Lies like a sleeping giant ! See it shak^ 

Its torpor ofl^ and, doth'd with poVr, awake ! > ^ 

" If I but stamp/' exulting Pompey cried, 65 

<< Legions shall rush to conquer at my side ; 
^Triumph and f^me mj foUow^rs still shall be^ 
« And Caesar be o'erwhelm^d, and Rome be free I** 
Meanwhile roll'd danger cm, and doubt,' and dread. 
And the great Pompey stamp'd in vain, and fled. — 70 
Thus Dons — ^i^ like the bards of ancient 4Ate, • 
Small things the muse may still compare with gresit-^ 
Supinely dream, that Custom's potent sway 
Can frown attadcs with silent somi away ; . , 
Dream, that Imprbvement's zeal, howe'er it grow, 7^ 
One word can crush, one sapient nod o'ertin*ow: 
Yet shall it soon resisdess force attain. 
And Dons shall ^nod„ and shake their heads, in Tain ! 

Who hftt iu>t felt-«-if o'er his idle hours 
£'er her soft influence Contempiatum ipours-r . B0 
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Some tboi^flrt^ though vi^e, perchances and imdefip'c^ 

With sudden pleasure st]*&elh' excursive mfaMl; 

Which, when pursued^ distinGt^ sad- ftdler gjPowEt, 

Judgment- adepts, and' fosters as ha: owm 

The loose ideas, floating on the brain* 8^ 

Jktt fonii'd at last in one oodtiniious chains 

As erst thy atdmsi lSipk\xtv4f Ukxl'^ 

Through b6«ildIeBs^ spctd^ m^ j6ia% and fraih'd k 

world 
We wandei^ fiM^ wll^t^ l^iol^a ti^ai^ seant bright, 
Because sudb^ai^d^riiig & itself defight; . 90 

Yet nobler sceiies' oft burst- at ev^iy turn, . 
Thanr dS^;^ Im^iilatiod cotdd <fis^ni ; 
New aims, ne# ^x^spe<^, starts tij^<^ the view, 
And Reasoh bids ix6 FfMc/sr path pursue. 

'tbu^ I, by sbb^ Meditation led, 95 

Rewake l3ie ehbrdi^ w&idb wilder vidEons bred j 
BuC'tii6ilr #it]&' sCd^die^ htiad :-^'6'er my ^ul 
Maturer thoughts, and graver feeHngisI roll. 
These step, or turn to^ sadnesi^ all my miiilif, 
And chai^ Ihe chSd of FaUcy ^e its birtL 100 
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Deem, then, not such, my fViend, chimoras^ Tain, 
Meresetf-deeqptionsof afever'dbrain: . 
Deem not inquiry in itself a crime; 
Nor scorn the truth because it runs in rhyme I 

C. Like faov'fiiig fire% that lead at night astray 1Q5 
Some wand'rer trusting to th' unreal ray; 
Such visions seize tb^ aod confirm thy choice. 
Still deaf to Friendship's monitory voice^ 
Then must I grieve, that not in the^ appears 
Increase of judgment with increase of years : . 1 10 

For if those years, which ever, ere they end, 
Steal from our liv^s some comfort, hop^ or fidend^ 
No sounder sense, no ad^ed wisdom give; 
For what — ^but to grow wretched — do we live ? 

P. Too true— yet wisdom, thou|^ iavok'd by all, 1 15 
Like Glendpijiiier's spirits, copies n^t at their. c|dl; 
Much have I stijiv'n such thoughts to crush, <»r shun» 
As saints have wrestled with the Evil One: 
Often have crijsd, ^^ Ye busy dreams, which; haunt, 
<* ,By night, by day, my tQrtur'4 imh ftvwmt I 120 
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<< Begonef dehisiTe brood of iearly pride! 

<< Leave me to thoughts, with sober sense supplied; 

^* To thoughts, which orthodox, and safe for youth, 

<< Must gain in interest what they lose in truth !" 

In vain I strive — I cry^ abjure, in vain-r 125 

Those budy dreams my weak attempts disdain ; 

In spite of prudence^ and in counsel's spite^ 

My good or cm^I Gj^us bids me write; 

And mine own mind but more enslaved I see 

From ineffectual struggles to be free. 1^0 

C. Vain of the very follies, iU-disguis'd 
In mock-repentance, stop^ and be advised ! 
Why grasp those arms thou hast not strength to wield, 
Whose best and only triumph were to yield ? — 
Many, whose hopes were bright, have liv'd and died, 1 35 
Themselves the warning victims to their pride; 
For daring much, from small success obtained, 
Loses, or ri^ks, the point already gain'd; 
Wea as the child his rising pile regards, 
Whose young ambition builds the house of cards — 140 
Smiles, as increasing stories meet his eye, 
Each more unstable^ as each raised more high ; 
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Till tott'ring witJi its si^e the Sshrit grows ; 

And tiext a motion, or a breath, o'<rthroW6 ; 

Widi sadd'ning gaze his simple looks deplore 145 

The painted honours Gcatter^d on the floor. 

Must you have morbid feelmgs ? — In your breast 
Concealed, at least, and silent let4hem rest: 
Nor think your fancies of sufficient worlih 
To issue on the wings of slander fordi ; 1 5& 

Too like our modern scribblers of renown, 
Who pour the flood of folly on the town, 
In margined quartos, or lascivioos twdves^ 
The theme of half owt poets stjll ihemseiyes. 

P. Yet e'en this verse may some small good producei. 
And add its tribute to the gm*Til use. f 1 56 

One error banished, one defect supplied, 
Be these my trophies — this alone my pride 1 
Oxford, for this thy gifts were wdl resigned, 
And cast thy idle h€moiu*s to the wind. 160 

C Tis easy, but unwise, abuse to throw 
On what we would, or what we must Ibrego t 
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And thoyg^ hot yottttity riSKcted ftfiw^ liiidMhi, 

VdiicE nqir mniJd fleorii what once was §QUghi iff ida; 

Yet say, is this a iht^y^^Ain&tr the place 165 

Low partji^l^l^ wwldjqjr to bea)^ disgrace; 

And hunts, with iJioiBtifig zeal, iar nagle flaws, 

fttfiTdorwiApo^uJaivoradf-ap^aaa^^ ' 

Is this a.yi9#^^^2ai among tlie crowd 

Of wiser nx\e» aoioa lenrors are alloVd*^ 1?0 

For thee, my friend, on faction's side to lean, 

And aid its pettjr wqpotesoe rf 9pJee» P'*- . 

A moment thini^<t«^P, J^ot. $ttdi my wiilli or view ; • ■ 

ypr what canipartjr b&w witJjiiis.t6 do? 

Alas !: wk^e &ieiioe ber bright influence thf Qwe» IV S 

May we nqtitAlk of Sdisnce ip repose? 

Must secret PactioQ enter, like a guest, 

With dBfffpsx hiid beneath the buEiquet^^Fest ? < 

Matt party, like a pestilence^ breadie here 

Contagion foul tlypoHgh Learning's atmo8|4xere ?. 1 80 

Perish the man-r^ sucb there Kve — who sees 
Our Colleges.and Schools with views like these ! 
The puUie anad with loose suspieion filk 
Of statutes unperibm^dy ist^aUd wills t . 
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PatronsWftkiadisnii^tKarrigl^ 185 

And question ancient roles to please tlie moi>» 

That hydra-beaded tyrant, blindly led 

By all, who fidsely-flalterixig' rumours ^prefd ; . 

By aU, who jadd fresh fuel to their flame 

Of headstrong hate^ and misdirected Uame; 190 

All, who would level, with themselves, the great 

And sacred things with them unconsecrate 1 

Shall .such pollute our holy causey who fed 
For truth and truth alone a fervwit zeal? — 
Shame to myself if e'er with such you find 195 

One thought, one hope, in common o'er my mind ! 
I scorn, my friend, for single fiuilts to search. 
Or cast the shade of slander on our Church. 
If Founders wi^h their kinsmen first should ebum 
The bounty they be^x>w— what cause for blame? ^ Qfib 
If College Fdlows their associates take^ 
As some for learning, some for pleasure's sake; 
Men of convivial wit and manly senses 
Gay without fam0, and wise .without pretence ; ' - 
Men, who the world's more pdisfa^d ioiie hamracis^ 205 
Caread to pleasei andieaqirto bie.pleas'd; 
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Who on such dtdiee^his! weak attaekft diilligrduxidy 

Nor envy seat% wHere'eil such men areibond'?' :' . '^■ 

' ' ' ■ ■ ■■•':' '• : ^"^ 

C Well then; if such your thoi^htsy youif s{>e(^h 

amende ' *: ';' 

Be alow td: billing and fearful to 6iBfend! 219 

P. What should I fear, who 'feel with hpnest joy > 
No base ignbbleliopiss my vers^ alloy; ' ' . *" . ; 
Who know, that in my soul no malice' works,' 
Deep in my yeins no latmt poison lUrks ?— ': 
Yet is there one, a fond, a deep r^riett — 21# 

The thought, that idlk iadktire paya t^ ' 

Here due to those the fn&ads, the. guides of youth ; 
That personal feehfags cladu with love df tfuth. 
01k! to those softer feeSngs might I yield, 
Still would my lips remain in silence seal'd. 220 

Nay more: had Oxford's errori^ here confifr- d, 
Escap'd the prying notice of mankind^ 
Then had I mourn'd in secret; nor my sobg . 
Been first to do her honour sedxdng wrong** 
But, OxFbub, ndiere tbere are, whose hate, or pride 225 
Pours truth and falsettertrt in alnivkg^^ liid^ ' ' 
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To sifak % rultfimiiBSdbtii^iui^ 

Rob all tbjr imptl% andsoHy ttlLthjr tkai^i^ 

Is he thy foe, who, while he dares to own 

fltffilull»tOadi9q^'felt^t^ ^ *iSO 

Would purge alone the grosser dross Bokxf^ - 

tliat the pure or^ H^l bmtM^^d t^ ds^f? - - ' 

C. Fed w^ri tfada todx, iWs adF-itii]^lKiidiii([^^ain 
Leave for awhile, •^aainake your dDJedt |4iGdn; 

P.Tisthi^: tepbmofstilC^Hevetoaeev • Mi 
What errors ar^ whi^ rcEraedies fauf^t 1^ »' 
Nor friend, n6r fD^ to ndea, wUdi; norw fxuri^iif 
But as tih^ ri«^ oir sink» in reasdrfs scafe 
For who W90ttki Ifodsely talk, or id^ direaoif : 
When Education is his sacred tbsme ? !3iD 

C Stop tU^n : ita want, its mdral nsd how gftati 
Its vital consequeiiae to Chiiidr and State ; . . ! .1 s 
AH this we taka for granted: you^ my friend ^' -'-'^ 
Need not disimaK its; methods^ dm^ or cauL 
b Stthfittt, Cdleg^ Qhvwsog-mom^ ToMv^lariB, : ^IHJiS 
Poor Educalkm ir tte Attui ^dlr 
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Tbe theuai^ which vttemA PoUtidads ticat, 

To the green Suttimai^ who jiM IbImb hk seit. 

Young lords, old kdhf^ qrftotiMttdMffs gwirii^ 

HftTe all some sdMna and wfaiaiserf isf tkeir own; S^d 

Can quoitf Kevkww attd doep opijtioaa td; 

Of PestaloGKzv FeUsUbo^ i»l BdL 

P. Yati bbt I Aav^ indhBeidgpa n T«ry itch 
To train the poor, that we «0g^ llie rich; 
Or while fresls^ aystCBa ^dly tdcc tbair growth, 9S5 
Each thinks his own the best ahke far bath. 
Yet as to different aims the schemes must tend, 
Ought dot the meant to wry with the cad? 

But your alarm is gfomidlafli: gtti'ralrukB 
F<xr modem instituticNtii^ infiiDt sdiools^ SeO 

We leate to thooHOid^ wfenxn such phm aoocam. 
And to our own, our fitter otgect, tuvn-^ 
What object ask you ?«-H;o discasa with tmtb 
The ripe instructioD of higenMua youth ; 
To trace how SdioataiidCcdt^ form the iidnd 263 
To^ fill the higher stalioiis of mankind; 
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Most, bow we spend the last beft years ehjoy'd 

In bookish ease^ or w^ or ill employed; 

Ere furdetit youth forsake this sacred seat^ 

Thdr education deem'd at least complete; £70 

AU grown to manhood, though scarce one la ten 

Fit to coDversei and act,^ and lire with men. 

C This may be true, and yet our rules be best,^ 
For thus I put the matter to the test ; 
And proTe our studies most deserve respect, 27 i 

Considered m themselves, or in th*^ e£bct« 

Look round on all, where man is most refined, 
Where most expanded beams the human mind. 
Yet low and lost degenerate Padua lies, 
And Spain with all her Universities : 2S0 

Yet France still gives, untaught by troubles past, 
To leaming^s self a military cast; 
And Polytechnic schoolsy we own are good,^ 
To form young heroes to thdr' trade of blood ! 
'There, too, where Germans boast all learning known, 
All science mastered,, and all arts their own^ ' 286 
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See study form a mind wild, dark^ un^i^'d ; 
Study, with blood, and broils, and madness mix'di 
Where^ while «elf«murdi9' sentiment supplies^ 
Enthusiasts, as they stab, philosophize* • 290 

And though some fondly rove for means to Hve, 
Or ease and comforts Europe cannot pv^ i 
For sdence none will cross th' Atlantic wav^ 
Where learning only goes to meet a graye* 
In short, my friend, how fiur soever we roam, ' 295 

The first, best learning flourishes at home. 

Let foreign youth proclaim their livelier part%. 
And skim the surface of a thousand arts } 
Still seek their mad philosophy^ adore 
The flimsy patch*-work of their modem lore ; 300 

And strain from ancient wisdom, deep and dear, 
Diluted maxims.for a lady's ear ; 
StiU laugh at those^ as beingi» strangely odd, 
Who superstitiously allow a God; 
Ofmodem tongues a mingled jargon speak;— 305 

No pedants they to dull their brains with Greekl 
Gather some grains of golden dust« that gleam 
. From ancient sources down sopie moder^i strean^. . 
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But be it yoiiir^ in iioUer habits bred, 

To dig tbe mbie^ and seek the fonntatshbeiid ; . 810 

Yours undiamay'd to seftrch the andent stor^ 

Tor solid radiance of tlie sterling ore f 

Though science, dogg'd witb Metaphysics dark, 

There takes nor Kib, nor morals, tbr her mark; 

Then, like Aceste^^ arrow, honoured most, 31 5 

When wrapt in donds, in fiety wanderings lost ; 

St&l, Isis, somid diy dassfc banks aiong. 

Hallowed by time, the strains of classic song; 

Still stricter science give a manlier tone 

To Eiq^tisb minds, and vigour all didr own ! 320 

P. If, as you say, atid I would IWln be sure-^ 
Strict are bur morals, and oui^ thoughts more pure ; 
Nor dark f^rodty and gloomy pride. 
Nor morbid feeling draws th^ soul aside ; 
Nor blind infUriate zeslbts dare to claim 325 

Poor patriot virtue's long perverted name ; 

Yet must T deem our govermBcentftfone, 

Gives to fJle'liogliA itdkA'Tt^'^taxtip and tone; 

FreedoM of t&ougfat and action there employs 

The range of finer feefiiigs—nbt destroys— ^30 
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And each in all piuwiitft success xtmy.hope, 

Oxford t|u8 Kxpen gea'i^isc^ieme i^eglect^ . . 

And ediical)9B Om ^^tq» d^ecte : 

Since aeem the studies^ wlucb ba^e r^gii'4 ap leng, . 835 

More incomplete,. dnn radkally Hwrrong; 

But could jbu pcoKe^ that Phyik? hurt tbd miiuli . 

That plans are ev€r bes^ aa fiib A fooofin'd ; 

That Logic mdLet our mental Tigour satb^ 

None, but a foe^ would then ottr ndea re^'tanch^ Md 

My ^riafa i« true improvemeot; iiotmdiaa|;«^ . 

Where faults long4ov'd bet yidd to fiuiks more stcMga; 

Exotic follies grow, as ours have grown ; 

And /ilien eivofiK dispossess ooir own* 

C. Round, then, ^ur native i2ioi« thy dumghts ^mvty 
Where none froiA jrfa beani die pidm away* MS 

Sad Erm ! diovgh i» thee the Mosea tmils^ 
'■ Thy sons for science eeek the aiatoP^de. 
And studies 4gk3eid«Dd ipafces her 1^ . 

For none will vahie mtach^ what all can f eap. tf 

To lyric Oranta ttVUi and aee 4he tide 
Of wit and jdam 96 Mr^t and lively j^. 
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Yet thoughts of anTy jnany a bosom fill--- 
Envy or emi^^on, which you will — 
While the first plaice in one pursuit they claiiD» 555 
Which Q& contracts the mind, destroys the firame* 
"Thnre too are some^ who aid the friends of schista $ 
And Mathematics lead to Methodism. 
Witlllong.dank hair, and eyes uptum'd, they teach 
That saintlier faith with lowliness of speech : . S60 

That saintliar faith, in turn, bewilders more 
^ Her votaries,. mad with theorems before ; 
Throws o'er, their minds ;Qne dark deqxmding mood— 
V— tHow could it less in common gratitude? 

P. Where Bacon, Newton, Milton, Dryden, Gray^ 365 
!Eed the high thought, or nurs'd the early lay; 
Assign du&rank to Granta's equal name ; 

« Be generous^ invyour maby for fione : 
As once prpud Sparta, gave to Athens peace. 
And scom'd to«quench the. other ^e of .Greece. . 370 
Nor hope, my.£riend,.on foreignfiuilts to.rise 

V With zeal, alike invidious and unwise^ . . 

For, if comparisons our fiuth ^)gi^[e. 
Who lives, .that might. not seem profoundly.page? 

. •■ / „ .. . '-■■ •; /:- 
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Thus each were learned in the last degre^ S75' 

Who found one other more a fool than he: 

Thus plainest nymphs might boast their lovely form ; 

And Naples cold be provM, and Moscow Warm : 

Thus foreign scholars might perfection claim. 

Because they find in Britain much to blame. 386 

Hope rather, then, our discipline to see 

From its own faufts more positively friee* 

Since cmnmon imperfections Oxford shares, ' 

Dismiss your own, arid leave the rest' to theirs V 

C. What, then, these mighty faults you make, 6r find. 
So loosely nam'd, so wantonly assigh'd? 386 

At random sdll you talk, as soldiers fight, 
Who know not, heed not, if their cause be right 

P. Say first, why Oxford views with careless eye^ 
Improvement, as' some danger, pass her by ; 390 

Nor follows plans, which suit our state and cliine, 
The growth of nations, and the march of time. 

All things have time uid tide i timie governs all, 
And bids, or states, or studies, rise or fall : 
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With age our jplessureft Yarji baman joys ^ $99* 

Time often chf»ge8» ere be quite deitmjs; 

An4 aciaic^ to^ gronrs ald| m, 1w& aii»finV^ 

With time progrewive tnovati^ the human miud; ; 

For years by nature imiovate and phaiq;^ 

An;^ fools alone from cofltom never rai%^«. 40O 

Such dare not e*en deformity displace ; • 

The last to starts th^ shall not win the race: 

Such love the standing pools ke^ furl'd the sail; 

While olbers court the stream aud catch the gak ! 

. €A) ! it were sweet— OS poets erst have sung 405 

In lasting verse that Uves on ev'ry teogue; 
Most sweet, to ffixt that high and tranquil sq»i^ 
Fair Sdenoe \ wh^e thy temple stands s^we; 
Thence calm, and pure, and passionless, to throw 
Ourpil^riiig^^ceupottiiiaakindbdeiw; . 1<10 

Wand'ring, wicertaiQ, through life's devious wag? ; 
Restless, dio^ toil but lead& th^sa more asdray ; 
Seeking, with vain ccotentioas ever split, 
The prize of honour, or the praise of wit; 
Of wealthy diatinctiaa^ poiwV, thecumh'roQsshMe; «15 
And splendoiif^s gUit pore- woDmce o^ care. . ' 
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Tet: it were sweel, and' oft wfll'present beam 

That pure ddigfat to fiuiCT^s fiMkdest dreiam* 

Thus' once, tiethought, th^ temple teem'd to rite 

In sober glory on my rafitiit^d e]r^ ; ' 4i26 

So high, that all distinctioliS'fhMti that hi^^t 

Seem flat, and Me to R6tUdg on the nght; 

80 calm, that earthly passion^ earthly feibr, ' 

Seem dutant-Btorms, that die npon the ear. 

There, on the summit of diat moant sublime^ 4S5 

It stands, as it has stood from earliest time; 

The noblest object of oar hek careers 

Through the long lapse of Earth'-s six thousand years ! 

But few at first cotild reach it; or advance 

To view the temple with a steady glance : ' 4S0 

While to the summit ran no bettten tracks 

Soon the most active fell despcmding back. 

None sought it then with truth's assisting ray ; 

None pierc^d^' few sought to pierce, the thorny way. 

Where gkxMny wood and tangled thickeCii riin, 45S 

For ever dari^ impervious to the sun ;' ' 

Thou^ through cme opening mid th' incumbent night, 

Burst the resistless force ofheav'n and light I ' 

D 
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Most too, .w«lbfiiiM7«^)^«i«djlM«}^ , 

Pluck'd the fm Jft^w^ri: v^cfa fr^Mr ra ttttlii^ fide ; . MO 

Nor thtfii^ of^BfKtre^ )Hit th«ve prefimU to^tcfi ; 

fibice mountains all w.«re bc^Tfii^ at tba (o(v ^^ 

And otliei% &fttnd tji^k i;i|er4on^ ^'^^ a ug^ 

Was but the ^a^ <^havkg<iwb'd «o fa^;! . 

At last, when ^flc^h 'some ^u^er ^rogtvM iBftde 44f$ 

Than those b^oF% a lie«t6ii:road was laid. 

€baldee and JSigfft filapji'd A^ pi^by whi^ .Gt^^ece 

Pursued with toil^ wAnowing bow to ^eiMi&< . ^ 

And thus their greater «ea^ j0f jb^ppier iltej^. • . 

PaBe'4tl«lenf^iiib'4'b«;t«^er*<9et9^gfila 400 

There like supmot beings *«^iHB 4o lit . . _ 

T4e men, endued with more than Wiprtal wit{ 

Thy seven sag^ Qree^ due.lM»oar b^ar; , , 

There godlike $$l9^rat0l> AodPlMl^ th^re; 

There mid thie r^: with «%^ igtorids fp^^tV^ 4fi5 

The^a^kjgbfcy Sl|i»g)Fnte «uUin^^ ^^ 

¥€t that first path vfss wiiidiii|^ ioi^ w^even^ 

With doubt on earth» and %i|Oi?aaee ^ii.€l»rfl^ I . . 

Piai{die3^'d» aiAd4iitribate^,«Bd:]o6t at M^ 

When Gothic dsrkiiesfi*0'rar -die w^«dd wIm M&U /MH 
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A&d iliiis, wli«a bi^gltar di^ 

Andmenrabb'doffthmPOiijdbcilDgni^ - 

That road, reg^'d^ from IcMig and dark negl^t 

M6r# iHndhigs eMflli^ aK»« bxiiunk inteMe^ 

Yet wat k hiuiowr'd^ wkkb fa» liiMS olMed 46ji 

Had custon idid aatiquity to (rieodt 

But modem labour kamt aik^langth to fXsA^ 

A gentler path, unknown to former time: 

Mot tiltat tlieir irisdom mora dian lMqipi#r ekmee^ 

And brighter age% made di^ aCfiw adkanee. 4T0 

As previous labours sliaivM a etrtaia irajy 

So former enKm teught nvheit not lo Mvay. 

Mid diiia omi gMit tlia sacMd tcssplo ^po», 

Whom smiling Seieaoe kwl^d at enee her aon. 

Him too with joy those elder travellers greet ; 475 

For Eiiivy dwells not, Seienee, in thy seat 

But still some bigots llieir oM yftej pursue 

And deem it heresy to try the new : 

nMNigk kuig^ the rest, frr onward as &ey press 

With lighter labour, md with mot« aiioeefls ; 480 

And ePen (hose sages from their bi%jht abode 

Scorn ihev own feHowers on that longer road ; 
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Which some. fisr want of ntd^eipbittake^ - 
Some fo)r the very iatricftcy'B.aflkke! 

In dreams then mosiiig) who such meaomldbci 4SS 
I woke in Oxford. C H^e then canst thou see 
Such toil-enamour'd wanderers? how ? esphun 
The darkne09 of your allegoric strain, 

P. l^ike other streams, the stream of knowledge grows 
Deeper and wider^ as it fstrther flows : 490 

For tributary 1;ide8, however smaU» 
With added .waters swell th' amoilnt of alL 
Shall then the wise^ with modem streams siqpfdied^ 
Leave these to j»eek afiu* a scantier tide2 ^ 

C Yet oft obscured and sometimes lost the course; 495 
Wider at last, but dearar at the source. 

P. What 1 lives th^e on^ my friend, but must allow 
Science^ as more extended,, purer now I 
Yet grant their diff ^ei^t praise to either growth-^ 
Since both have profit, let us gra»p th^m both^ 50Q 
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But not alone the old,-7-fiir ancient lore^ 
In plainer word% seems perfect now no more,-^ . 
May well our wonder, praise, delight> produce ; 
But modem science serves to modem' use ! 

The breathing Gods by Grecian sculpture fram'd, 505 
Though worn by tim^' and not a little maim^d^ 
Are still by modern Art most dearly priz'd, 
Copied, rever'd-^nay, almost idp^'d — 
Yet taste and feeling pour their just complaints, 
When Heathen Gods are tum'd to Christian Saints; 610 
When adoration Jove^ transformed, coi^omands, 
And Venus in Italian Churches stands. 
Thus ancient ieaoming boasts peculiar grac^ ; ' 
But it must keep, its prqper time, and place. . 

Hence^ then, haire sprui% our errors.: all our plan SI 5 
In times of Moiddsbi ignorance began :. ^ 
And shall we keqp defects, which long ago 
Qr made men ignorant, or kept them so ; 
When not a mind beam'd forth^ whose rising ray 
Could clear the clouds of pr^dice away; 520 
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Or Genius felt a torpid dmnber, eu^st 
With Ckrthic fetiwp^ whiA k 4ai^d m)t W^ 

And ceaseless hbour pil'd, in reasons qrfte^ 

Long commcbts darker than tlie St^3i*rite? 

Past are those times : but they are past in vain, 525 

If fl^stemt, dien engender'd, stiU remafai; 

If any shadows of the former night 

Qoud the fuU blaae of universal Hght 

^Tow— for the doiatar the feundatims laid, 

But for AeworMAesuperstriictiire made— 550 

1^ {jam, till greater ehange oar ndes beH 
They seem bnt modem Goflnc after aH ! 

Ye, then, who kle repaired that awfUl plae^ 
Which pillars of ail Ardiilecliire grace-*- 
If right we deem th' exterior of our Sdiools $SS 

A fitdng emblML <rf Aeir laoliey ndes~ 
Add but the Gotlac Ikeve; and let aa W 
G>n8istent thus Bi JiieonskitencgF I 

C. Dtaamnotof<liak)ge,ahu!^re8omeealbe^ 
SSaoe changing puts, ettdapgers att Ihe leit; MO 
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As 6tai twine towV, m gttf tivtie<»lx>iimirVi walli . 

Take but one stone away, you loosen all. 

Besides, m^ friiKH^ MT qrvMn^ bed or gecrf^ 

Has stm the %»e iif rtumtunee wkllMsod ; 

And plans retwi'dndreft'inm'fliiM^BDl^ Mf 

Will not, ywsg ]n9a^ be alterHl fir a 86iif;i 



P« Ix)gicfix)feiiDdiJtddBVftBtaBiQealjr 
Yes, yes ! maliqvfty of wroig nakes tigilt { 



Y«t WM ctoemtHMimy laldy ioiOAi to ibU» 
isStfomwEliierofdiefiiteoffiUi: . JKD 

Or stands e'en noisr on daiA: OUfariM^a isjdc, .1 

And wMta we iadi ^tkiiMt to bid at anlu 
Go then, go fir^^feUl6s» itd^oir jMi; 
Pr^iare a pbofe « lictke Ibr Ifae reati . 

Not so iMrmren v<^ mtire vaoiM site 

So closely intHtUFkiVI, tittt vy^Tjr dinge 

MisldlMrisc^ane iM^diMiplWdbna^^ 

In ather UniveNiiyj^w findr 

One Ck>l^geA(to^fiM«iiiM tin »tiHiuiiA^ 5M 
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C. Such would you praise? P. INo: firedytliou^ 
I say 
That were there oue^ who bttmt fer wisdom'B ray; 
One^ who should wdi enploy his hutive powers, 
Unwarp'dy unfetter'd, 'by audi rules as ours ; 
He, active^ bdd, a wMer course might steer, . 565 
Might gain more knowledge in a single year, 
Than they» who claim the honours ofd^e^ 
With all their boasted learning, reap in three: 
Hiough one could there that double wreath attain. 
Which yonth-«-«whate'er its wortk--will. strive to gain ; 
Those empty honours which, alas ! most Uoon^ • 571 
In all their AeAness, oiily on a tomb:^ 
As erst in Rome round Petrarch's brow was cast. 
At once his proudest iaurd and his last ! 
Though others there^ by kindred genius led, fi*Ii 

May bind that wreath around a happier head : 
Though there be those with mighty stores etodned, 
Though shining^ solid, thoi^h diffuse^ not cm^; 
Yet is there danger, that such learned ease 
O'er youthful minds has too much pow'r to please; 5t0 
Without excitement broods, the love of rest 
In dead'ning influence o'er the stagnant breast : 
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Increating sfeth mniil want'ofampiihie breed, 

And taleiits, ese thef ripen, run to. seed* 

For thus the rambling mind can scarce be brought 585 

To oloB^r study, and in^ser thought 

Fearful of toil^ iu vaxied light pursuit 

Culls only flow'rs, and fondly deems thenk fruit; 

Loves on the barren soi&oe still to dwdl; 

Would sei^e the kernel, yet not braak the sh^. B99 

Rather must just emplc^ment fill the mind, . 
Various, not loo^ ; exact, but not confin'd ; 
In these important 3«ears of nurtnre^s plan, 
Whiefa, last and best, or make, or mar the man. 



\9 



See through our shades, in life's fresh rigour stroi^j 
The crowds advance with easy pace aIong>^l 596 

Theirs the light limb, the heart that knows not care^ 
The gay self-pleas'd rivacity of air; 
The laughing eye, the unencumbered brea^ 
Thie confidence of hope not yet represt ; 600 

The spirit buoyant, energetic^ free; 
Th' imagiuMgrasp of what may nerer be ;-^ 

B 
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Bright age ! by not one doubt, one terror crotfi^d ^ 
These all are thine^— and shall aU these be lost? 

Yes : they must die r the joys, the dreams of youth, 
Fade at the stem, th^ erasing, touch of truths 60^ 

Ye images of bliss, how vain your stri^ 
With the dark tints, die real 3k of life t 
&ich visions, more than earthly, fhdl as fiur^ 
Like the thin bubbles, which we blow in air, 610 

Though bright, and beautifiil, must soon decay^ 
And from their rery fineness mdt away » 
Nor inspiration breathes her fervour o'er 
The soul all-chiQ'd,. and thoughts that glow m^ ml9i& 
Yet in the well*stor'd mind has often shone 61 S 

A steadier brightness forth^ when these are gone: 
Though all ibust perish, if, from first n^ect,. 
No useful studies strengjthen,. aid» direct. 

Now is our pride of ^e, to which belong 
At once the fency wami, the reaacHi strong: 62S> 

Now, on a desert plac'd, the mind unquell'd ; 
Would still woi:k on, by nature's force impeU'd:. 
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Yet oft on trivial nothings, will misplace 

Vigour, which well the higheBt aims might gracev 

Trifles possess the soul ; and here, e'en here, 625 

Might PlatO'View full maiiy ^charioteers 

That force and tajent early waste and late, 

To guide a steed, which might direct a state ! 

For youth wotdd ever of itself exc^l ; 

And thus needs more to .be directed welL £30 

Thus, too— <i8 £uicy, left to nature's forc^ 
Pursues unchecbM a wild and varying course — 
Here must we sigh, and much lament 4x) find 
The misdirected ardour of the mind; 
And more, since when from leaming^« seat we part^-<- 
As now we pant with eagerness to start — 69$ 

To where the. world first opens on our sight 
C3iao6 of pleasure, tumult, care^ delight; — 
For let us own some joys on earth remain. 
And life still Uends flome pleasure with its pain — 640 
That world with all its olijects, scarcely brooks 
That will, attention, time, be left fi>r bodks. 
Man must be studied : we must learn to scan 
The feelings, passions, lights, and shades of man. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



S6 TEE OXFORD SPY. 

If poor, unknowir, we seek a nmk, a naom^ 645 

Profession, acdon) ail our thoughts nlM dafaii^ . 

Luckless ! if learning, like the &Ued fnitt^ » 

Oft charm us off fron oieedful, duUi punUiU 

If Fortune show'rs her gift% m luxury's JUip» 

Excess, th^ leech of Jifi^ our str^gth shall si^'; 650 

Pleasure shall soften, powV corrupt the hw^ 

Attd beauts m<Mre ikitoxicating at*t. 

Thus rather must we hope to bring our store 

To worthy profit, than to seatch Sar ibore; • . 

Rather to {(ood the heap aoquilr'd to tuzli, 665 

More fit to use our leanting tiiati to ^^atn* 

Her^thai, must all begain'd, that should be known ; 
Or here^ at least, the seeds of science sown : 
Yet 'tis not that profoundly taught we hope 
Med'dne, or law, of each profession's scope ; 660 

But rather youth's bert ^lergies — taiot tied 
9k) single ;point3sT^-6xpaaded fiur.and wide. 
Not, in iktk bt^(eiittfit«^ ccmdemdti'd Co pare 
O'er certain.9tndie8,A;aiin'd'enoi^h before. 
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When feiiialeJfonn& a]?e:exquiii<^y ffui^ 695 

We gaze on something aiore than beauty there^ . 
Not single featur€«» single cbanns^ Admire^; 
The shape, the blopnpi^ the ejre of langpid #r<^ » 
But grace diffiis'd o'er all ; and then confess 
Th* hfopgjoi^ous XKMght of blende^ loveliness. . ^0 
Thus o'et tbe spid, in pei^ect nurture bred. 
One liberal' tone and polish should be spreadc 
Those arts^general use to aH mankind^ . 
That mend the heart, ttnd dignify the mind ; , . 
Arts which, possessed, n^ht w^ adorn tide gourn^ 675 
Alike the lefuning of the school An4 tpwjQ. 

And wt^must thqr b^ diiPrent? Who can see, 
O where the; part,, or how they disagree? . / 
But now that learning, which the schools possess 
Men of the world despise and value less ;. C80 

Because of knowMge^wluchth^sed; the most^ . 
These learned schools have scarce a glimpse to boast 
Wh^.eVr, my firieud* With aiacient lox^ they find 
New science^ histoi^, «rt9, and laws, coml^^'d y . 
They too in turn that ancient lore will prise ; 685 

And all-accomplish'dmind^ agwi may rise. • 
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Thus, what, when joined, reeavihg, giving, aid^ 

Might one harmoniousTmity be iBade; 

Blindly they kat^ and mutnally r^ect^ 

And make a duieord fhrni their own neglect 6d6 

Yet when I own there are, whose metier grasp 
The range of science through all time can clasp ; - 
Minds of (bat mightier force, that polish'd tone^ 
Which make all arts and languages their own. 
Whose poVr of words the store of thoughts mi^speak-->- 
I know, my friend, I have not fir to seek. 696 

What then?— such men were ne'er of systems bom ;-— 
Because they go beyond them, they adorn.-— 
Systems, at least, like ours, which keep confined. 
Again I say, the growth and stretch of mind. 700 

C. Nor life, nor human &culties allow 
ILieaming^s whole range to grace a single brow; - - 

P. The more, then, nothing useless let lis learn, 
But what is fitting, what is best, disdem ; 
For now we find in history, science^ arts, 705 

A mingled mass of unconnected parts : 
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No manly, great, and oomprcIieiinTe :wfa6I^ : 

To form, or shew^ high ener^esoiBonl; 

The best pursuits discouraged, robb'd'crf'&me, 

Though taught in semblance, and rever'd in name. 710^ 

While o'er them rise a txjbe of worthless things, 

Xike low-4x>m despots on. the throne of kings. 

Science itsdf we wish matured, enlarged, 

Not some few pointa with small details o'ercharg^d ; 

While all, that makes the. Graduate hig^y classed, 715 

Is mere mechanic dnidgery .at last ! 

- .. ' . ' . ■ ' 

C. Stop : m^ blood, boils with fo^^r, as I hear, ^ ^ 

P. Say rather, tnkth'a ,tcb prebii^ toudi youfear * **« 
But wait : ^mmples belsti the di£Prence shew 
Between what m^bt Im "known, and what we know. 720 

Suppose— for such may be, some youthof worth, 
H%h lineage, and a mind ^ennobling birth; 
Suppose th* expectant honours of the State 
His rising y^ars and earliest efibrts wait: " 

Or else he hopes, pierchance^ with patriot zeal ' - ' 725. 
In foreign courts to guard his country's weal. 
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E'en now, metblnksy Mb aident dioiqfbti r^oicev 

That listening citiwdsshaUkaDgujNmyiryQic^ . 

E'en now he fioicies Britain's gnktefol ptaise^ 

V^ien hk first toil, ddU, Imowledge^ tact diq^ 7S0 

He ough^ then, to be doqaent.^ We trace 

For this sonie general heads of commpn*pIace : 

The glowing words, sound sense, arrangement eleiur, 

That kindled. Rome and Athens, breathe not here: - 

The orators roiown'd in elder days- 735 

Warm not our hearts^-and ^oquenbe decays* 

He must be skill'd in history, and in arts — 

But these afe left, snd history read in iNurts. 

How is he soom'd, whose master-hand pourtray'd 

AVidx moral peneil io jiMt! light, and shadc^ '940 

Few gleamsofvirtaej:'in]d guilt's de^'ning gloom, 

III the darkpiefcuie of degenerate Roqi^ 

The laws of safest use, and best intent, 
The forms, and Uieories of ^oremmeBt, 
Theriseand&ttofdjmMtieB; tbesptii^ 715 

Which move the &ee of kingdoms -and of kfi^f 
These are not lo^f^t; nor vie^d by histeiy'e ligkl# / 
Nor trac'd in self^adsteiit rnles of right* 
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The mind gains little i.^XL lis useful hoard 

Our intervals ^of.tdleaess afiford* 750 

Or to tbp ,sbade our aiaA of letters goes, 
Retired, ambitiott^: only, of repose. 
IW from the madd'niog crowd's intr%ues and strife. 
Sweet contemplation I xsourts thy tranquil life. 
Enou^ithejtoeans, which bounteous fiite has lent, 755 
Pleas'd with his.choiee^ with careless ease content; 
Yet say, from ^slasaic hanks, and wisdom's seat. 
What studies beats he to his loVd retreat; 
When o'er him: steals some meliaicholy mood. 
To fill his mind, and chacm his ioUtude? 760 

Alio! he bears not hence n smgle nde 
Of useful study, not cbmmenc'd at schooL 
No.ireal knowledge has his mind been taught 
To fill the vacuum of suspended thought. 
Like some disdainful strainer's, seems his mien, 765 
Who deans no wcMiders worthy to be seen. 
Unnoticed, and unlov'd, ben^b his eye 
The min'ral, vegetable kingdoms lie ; 
His breast, not hannonis'd to.nature's Ume, 
Unpierc'd:her flecrets, and her laws unknown; 770 
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In all, but in tWtriung a Degree^ 

The rustics round him are more wiseihlrii he. 

Yet stor'd with pleasures^ wlueh true 'knowledge give% 
How blest, retir'd, the maxk of letters lives I 
UnUke the hero of our modern striiihs^ 775 

Fire at his heart, and feyer in Ua Tein»^ 
There calm, content with dtndy, ease, and hetlih ; 
Reckless of honour, not a slaye to weahh ; 
He heaves no sigh for all ambiikm gtiwH^ 
— Ye grov'ling great, how seldom^ worth yovtr paias ! 780 
Not that he feels i|o more th' endearingties 
Of country, friencfsy and kii^dted, rciond him rise'^ 
Or hears unmov'd whatever achieved, or plann'd, 
Involves in weal or- woe his native land : 
But that, his heart on higher objects cast, 785. 

He "loves the world but as the worid" at lart^ . . 
And though no systems* buium ilk assuage;.. . 
No studies stop th& dark advance of age ^ : 
No rules may give the inihd thatiemper'd strain. 
On which misfortune i^eftd^ her shafts in' vain; ?dO ' 
Yet they may prove a harmless save resource - - 
'Gainst small vexations ot" more constant forced; 
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Those busy troops, which ever cloud our air. 

The flying light artUlery of care ! 

E'en thus how well the world resigned might be, 795 

To live^ divine Philosophy, with thee ! 

But now, no useless, though ungrateful task — 
Our system'ift errors must we more unmask* 

C* Still, as the eye sees not itself, the mind 
Sees others* faults, but to its own is blind ; 800 

Yet stop ! for these are mere Utopian schenies, 
Chimeras all, and visionary dreams. 

P. Yet, though too far on fancy's pinion borne, 
rViin would these schemes my native land adorn. 

Now peace, .with art, wealth, commerce as her train,- 
O'er the worn land returning smiles again ; S06 

And soon, as patriots fondly hope, shall heal 
The wounds, the woes, which all began to feeL 
Now England, full of glory, has begun 
Nobly to use rq>ose so nobly won ; 810 
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And, arbitress of Europe, ksues forth 

To view the wonders of remotest North; • 

Her sails for science not in war unfurrd.; .. 

At peace within herself and with the world. . 

Now youth unlearns victorious arms to wield, 815 

And seeks pure laurels on a bloodless field; , 

While these twin seats of learning scarcely hold . 

The flowing tide from war to study roIPd. 

Thus some third seat will fancy's wand produce, 

Though last in time ; not last, perchance^ in use» 820 

Methinks, I see the glorious structure stand, ; 

Worthy the polish'd age, the prosperous land 1 

There Education's large and liberal plan 

6hall form horn docile youth th' accomplished man; 

There what may modem Europe most concern 825 

The embryo statesman shall not fidl to learn; 

There Britain's annals reap their just applause, 

Our country*s heroes, and our country's laws; 

There might the Stagyrite be much, not all : 

There Mpnkish Mumm'ries, Forms, and Logic fall ; 830 

Bright models, more than Rhetoric's yain pretence, 

Shall teach a strict and manly eloquence : 
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Ethiof AiSl flourish such as Modems know. 

Not as ^^ beam'il two thousand years agOb 

There ev'ry Science better days shall see, S35 

And Mathematics in their just degree ; 

All follow'd with reward; nofewpossest 

Of all our hpnours to exclude the rest ; 

No studies then shall; keep in one dull round 

Aqpiring youth, by clogging fetters bound; . SHO 

But, Nature, thy Philosophy shall reign 

Prais'd and unaivied in its wid^. domain ; 

And History, read no more in parts, shall bind 

The whole extended chain of human kind ; 

Teaching — ^that what Man is be rightly seen — 845 

Wha|; froni the world's foundation Man has been. 

C. Enough, enough! with dark desires possest. 
Too wild for treason, and too dull for jest, 
I see your &te: these visions of romance^ 
Which now with shapeless hopes your soul entrance ; 850 
These shall through life inspire your idle lays, 
For friends to piQr, and for fools to praise. 
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P. Yet could I think our cnstom-fetter'd iehbok' 
Would dare to innovBte, and* change their kulei^; ^ 
TSien should I wish that Oxford stood alone 855 

The seat, still lov'd and honbui^d as my own* • ^ 
But all is useless — ^wordfi of warinng here 
Fall dead and powerless on tlie drowzy ear; 
Though should the general voice demand, that youth 
Be rul'd no more by custom, but by truth; BSO 

Though should the nation raise a louder strain, 
And England call — it will not call in Tain. 

C. Why change the studies ?— jP. Have they not been 

• changed, 

Though not enough ? — ^and is our Church derang'd?*-^ 
Not that my wish would banish hence the page 865 
Ofold historian, statesman, bard, or sage: . 
Though much has perishM ; much of use or grtite 
Our modern views can now no longer (race. 
E'en as the streams, which ever clesar and strong. 
Flow by the magic of Mseoniah song* 870 

— That song, which may the proud idea give 
That human art can Nature's ^foutlive^ — 
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Xanthuft, or Simob^ wln^se^kaa^a^ibonoiir^jd^.t^ 

Now scorns foi^te^k degenVate slaves to glide; 

Ftt)m Nafiire^s^iaee ure vvmisH'd J' scarcely seen 675 

The track$) which tell wliere once the sireamsliave been. 

Rather, since great (nit loss, th' ingenuous ibreast 

Will value more, like SibyWbooks the rest : 

And deem, that jierd ill: classk karning^s seaty 

At least should classic learning be complete. 880 

Ye best and earliest, lesson^ that inspire 
Fancy's bright dre^m, and honour's inoble fire : 
O'er whick^thi^ kindling mind entranced has bong^ / 
While life, and Ufe^^^sh .feelings yet were young ; 
Relict ^ftrndrnt Mdays, that sti& impart , 88& 

The brightiait'isfoilek jforsacceediDg art ! 
*Tis you htfvejfbmi'diour op"iiing pow'rs, and taught 
The bliss, the prJdfe^Iof ev'ry clawn of thought. 
You, 'midst the ihiH of added years, excite 
The fresh emotions of otir first delights ^ 990C 

Who must not own his taste by you refin'd ? 
Your magic <;harm upon th' enrjiptur'd tnind 
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Most softly, yef most intiniitely,' steals >. 

Who has not felt, poosest dT soul to feel ?- 

Who may not thank you, that your qpdl$ have pow'r 895 

To shed kind influence o'er his dreariest hour, 

And bid his aching heart awhile forget 

Its bitter sources of intense regret ? 

Foil'd in his hqp'e to give a Senate lawi^ 

Sick of the breaih of popular applause 900 

With you would Fox his earlier love renew, 

And cast ambition's sdf aside for you. 

E'en as Ispeak, with you will memory raise < 

A thousand thougbt8->*4he thoughts of han^^rd^ys— : O 

The dreams almost of infimcy, the jojri^i . 90/6" 

Grie&, pleasures, pains, and spoils and feats of^Sfityu; ; ^ 

The crowding recollections, hopes, and licani; ' . 

The friendships— nay, the lovesr-of riper ywra : ' 

All on your paged live, and seem a part 

Of you^ so closely mingled in my heart 1 / 91<^ 

YoQt as I leave, and see bisfore merii^ • ^ 

The world in alLits dark realitieft; 

I feel like some sad wanderer forced to roajto 

Far from the scenes of youth, the friends of home; 
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Tho6e friends for ever &nd, for etv^r true — > 915 

To whom it wrings the heart to bid a^ieu.-— 

I go : — ^hencefbrtii must all your charms be tried 
In stol'n embraces, like a Spartan bride : 
And now I pour, if not condemn'd unheard, 
To all, as thus to you, a parting word. 930 

But you, in precedent's vile chains canfin'd. 
Perversely dull, and obstinately blind ; 
Who find no ^rors, no defects ; or say 
That sacred errors should not know decay ; 
"Who innpvatu»i's dangerous guilt prodfdm, 9^5 

With empty quackery of 6(»ne specious name. 
Who think, that change of study, soon orlats^ 
Shall bring in jeopardy both Church and Sto^ | — 
Though scarce would trouble e'en such diremifthap, 
Your high and mighty drowzinesses' nap : SflO 

To you I sppak not : puff your jenseless pride 
With sacred words profim'd or misatylied : 
No pow'rfol strain ^onr fiital bonds pan hreak?-- 
Or bid the sons of Lethai^ awake i 

a. 
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Yet blindest tbcwe we call, who will not see ; 935 

The ^orst of slayeS) who wish not to be free ! 

Yet they« who see no &ults, our pity crave : 
Who sees with patience is as much a slave; 
As blind, with reason beaming on his view^ 
Foe to the truth, and to himself untrue. 940 

You then, who much our system's scope and bent 
In silent sorrow inwardly lament : 
Whose better taste, and comprehensive soul. 
Part would destroy, to render firm the whole ; 
Unlike the champions, which our &ults possess, 945- 
Greater in number — ^in decision less — 
Rise from your torpor: to yourselves be just — 
The strength of error springs from your distrust: 
And they— though few, determined — more effect 
Than yoy, wha waver and your cause neglect ! 950 

When bold exertion error's tide should stem. 
Your weak forbearance must yourselves, condemn. 
Deem y^ that faults, retained for custom's sake, 
A wisli can alter or a whisper shake ? 
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Infttuate J wliat ye nught avert, ye hua* : ' ■ 9SS 

And fix y<mrsiebre6 t;J^cfaAids ye loatbe ta weqn I 

Be bold ! foir beldqess is. disicaretioii toq ;- 

And cautao«[ is. a fbol aa us^c^ hy yqut^t^ • 

Shall nobler thougbl&: ta sk^is]|/ bigots brad ? 

Away with prudeiKse, whick ia &%> fibiend) b S6£ 

$ppuig ftrom you]» ftari^ iBcve^sifig ev^ hour, 
Thephamtotti, Custom, boasts a ty^anf i» pow^i^; 
Gains a false ponirp, a^n lansBbslJantial thrwe — 
Umreal stvengtb, ai^ terrors ^iot ki» own. 
With threat'ning mien, a^thi^ks^ tke- 6itot-sb«^, 9^5^ 
Like the dark Spirit of the stormy Capej 
Now stops th* iiiquiping bh^kIs, whose arde^^t way 
WouI4 scorn Ms ancient bounds, and crush his shadowy 

sway. 
Yet might one vc^ee up£$led break the QlMU*n>} 
One burst of energy his pow^r disarm, 99Q^ 

And Truth dissolve the phan43em's idle i^sia 
Back into native nothmgYies3 agaite t* 

C. And you — for words are fenpot^t adApess^d 
To one by mad desires so long possest — 
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You, who still dread the ordeal 6f our Schodti, 975 

Too young to influence, or to change the rules, 

Be not misled : — ^your manly course pursue, 

And honours, fortune, &me^ shall smile for you I 

Believe our studies, though perchance confin'd, 

A strong and healthy exercise of mind ; 980 

That English character, and English thought, 

Breathe in these duuies, and by these rules are taught. 

Nay : should with time some errors here have crept. 

And long the spirit of Improvement slept; 

'Tis yours no crude attempts to make or prize, 985 

But calmly bear what older heads advise; 

To wait, till Reason sheds her certain ray, 

And sage Experience points the better way. 

For thee P. For me^ my friend, thy care forego ! — 

My Warmth, impatience^ rashness, all, I know; 990 

I could not wait, till brighter days should rise, 

And Oxford quit her errors, and be wise. 

Yet oft my thoughts shall hover round the scene^ 

And fondly turn to where my youth has been : 

As shades, they say, their earthly labours o'er, 995 

Haunt the green spots belov'd in life before. 
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Vt&^ ivi& wfaatpaSn I tear myself «wfty^ . 
tf^er this siinplvlow^ fiuniUiU: strain 
Could cheat one bitter moment of its paia; 1CM)0 

E'en on one single thought amus'd or Cau^, 

Could call a sm3£^ or raise a diMrmant thoQ|^; 

Noir while I pottiv resolved fiur hence to goy 

The verse which deeper feeUng- bids to 9ow>«^ • . 

If too, this verse may l%ht its transraitJam^ HOOi 

live its dhcHTt spae^ and boast its Htde&ne; 

If thoughts, like nane, witlun j^ur breasts Jufvedwdt; 

And I but speak what jiiany more have fdt : 

Believe this last remonstrance, ere we part, 

Sent in sad earnest from aB-h<Hiest heart ! 1010 

Some vafer 'prospects, HOW resigned to run 

A rough adventurous course^ which most would «hiui; 

Some little sacrifice of time and ease; 

^ome toil in writing, and some pams to plkase; 

These have I giv'n, and these would give a^ai»^ lOfS 

Mi^t I but deem them thiogs not giv'n in vain. 

Not but yourjudgmeflt in this lay may find. . 
Some wrong^ creations of a wand^nog Bitild« : . 
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My bndn may'be too buiy, and too bcid 

Th' imateady course^ my rambling thoughts would hold« 

If all be such, forget, deride, condemn! — 1021 

I ask no pi^ for myself, nor them. — 

Yet where the mind has meditated long. 

Scarce can its wildest visions all be wrong. 

Thus may, perchance, your calmer reason see 1025 

Some thoughts that claim remembrance— «'en in me — 

Your cooler sense extract some gleams of truth, 

From these loose fincies of presumptuous youth. 

lluB is my hope: with this I now depart 

In sadness, not in bitterness, of heart 1030 

Oh ! not as citadels for error made^ 
Ye towers, which rise amid th' embowering shade ! 
And thou, whose happy stream so gently flows. 
Emblem at once of pleasure, and repose: 
Isis, farewell ! my steps must leave thee how^ 10S5 

But not as deem'd mine earUer wish and vow : 
Now with thee blended, Oxford, o'er me swell 
Some bitter recollections — ^yet fiurewell I 
Long shall thy classic shades, thy cheerful stream. 
Flourish and flow in memoxys dearest dream : 1 040 
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Still with fresh feelings be thy scenes allied 

Of fondness all — and some, perchance, of pride! 

And though thy boasted honours of Degree 

Not long could tempt, but lost their charm for me;' 

Though oft my wand'ring thoughts too far would range, 

And much would dare to question, wish to change^ 1046 

For many a folly though my heart must grieve^ 

And many a wasted hour would fain retrieve; 

Though silence more had pleased; and satire seem 

To most, unwise, ungrateful — thou my theme— 1050 

Yet lives the hope among thy sons to claim 

Some short, some faint remembrance for my name; 

As one not aU unworthy— but whose song 

Was right in motive, if in judgment wrong : 

As one, who burnt thy weight, thy worth to raise; 1055 

Whose soul wassadden'd when he could not praise; 

Whose busy thoughts would 'gainst himself rebel; 

Who scpm'd to flatter, but who lov'd thee well : 

Who loves thee most, as now his steps forsake— 

For tighter binds the chain about to break I 1060 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by 



Google 



NOTES. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



NOTES. 



1. 
A littk t^ier great Mercuriusfdl. 

Page 5, line 2. 

A Utile ere the mighty JulimfelL 

HaML£T. 

The fall of statues has been for ages connected with 
the fall of systems and states. It is no wonder, there- 
{bre>. that the disaster, which happened to the leaden 
deity of Christ Church, was considered at once calami- 
tous in itself, and ominous of farther calamity. It 
proved, alas ! that unhallowed efforts may destroy in a 
moment things long consecrated by time, place, and ha- 
bitual veneration : and it suggested the melancholy idea, 
that, since the patron of learning was not secure from 
mutilation, the learning itself would not much longer be 
regarded. 

2. 

'TVs this : in plans of study here to see 
What errors are^ "what remedies might be. 

Page 16, liaes 835 and 8S6. 

Whatever may have been sajd before on other sub- 
jects, I would now confine myself entirely to the ques- 
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tion^ whetiher onr present method of tCndy OQ^t oo all 
accounts to be retamed, or 'is capable of rational tm- 
provement; without danger to the discipline and chanM>- 
ter of the University. It is my desire to reoommend a 
change and oilargement of our system by argument^ 
which, however weak, are at least dispassionate^ and 
equally removed from exhibiting animosity, or givii^ 
offence; and it is my hope, that a wish for free inquiry 
will be considered as altogether different from a pre- 
sumptuous dislike of regulati^is, merely because tbqr 
have been long established, or an idle love of innovatba 
and confusion. 

3. 
Eaeh thinks his own the be^ alike Jbr bath. 

Page 1*9, line 25Sb 

Without venturing to enter upon a question, which 
has been so often, and so fulhr discussed, as that of edu- 
cation in general, I would merely, with all due deference 
to persOTs of longer experience, suggest a few remarks 
on the changes lately established in England. The 
system of Bell and Lancaster, which is so admirably 
calculated, and so widely beneficial in the instruction of 
the low^r classes, has been now introduced into some of 
our great public schools. Here, however, it may be 
doubted, whether it is either so useful, or so appropriate. 
The dM^advfuitf^ of the system cpn8i9ts in thi^^rrthat it 
te^qhes 9 greal number of bqy% waNih yery few masters, and 
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coof^n^Qtly at littte oomparatiTe ezpease. But in our 
public schools, tliese are not objects worthy of isxxuik 
consideration; and in some we may now find more 
masters than employment for them. Boys will, after 
all, be more willing to learn from masters, fot whose 
age and character they have necessarily some respect, 
than from their own play-mates and associates. The 
plan, tooi gives little or no scope to more than ordi- 
nary individual talent; and engenders, perhaps, some 
degree of dclceit and subterfuge, rather than an open 
and lib^al spirit*. These are objections which I have 
^fton heard; but I. yet repeat diem with much humihtj^ 
•nd «v^ something of distrust. Of this, however, I am 
fure-^that no excellence in the manner of instruction 
cui: render our education complete, till there is some 
enlargement of the matter ; and till that confined system 
itaboUsbed, which now unfortunately seema likely to be 
perpetuated, from the action and redaction of our 
Schools and Colleges upon each other. 

4. 

Jnd Spain with aU ker Universities. 

Page IS, line 880. 

^ Nor would it be unusefiil," says Pinkerton, " to 
<^ know the system of education practised in S^ain, as 
<c the reverse must be excellent." The authors, it is 
&rtlier observed, most in re^ntte dirough^ her upwards 
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of tvrenty Universities, are Aristotle aod Thomas 
Aquinas. 

5. 

This Jbrdgn schobirs might perfeciian ctatm^ 
Because theyjlnd in Britain much to blame. 

Puge 23, Hnef 379 and 380. 

I am far from proposing any foreign University as a 
model for imitation; as, whatever may be our faults and 
accesses, they are undoubtedly inferior in the grei^t 
points of discipline, moral principle, and general re- 
spectability : we may, nevertheless, learn somediing 
from the objections which foreigners universally make 
to the English system. The principal one is this, that 
our attention is confined to a few particular studies; 
apd those not the most necessary for the common pur^ 
poses of life. It is urged, however, in answer, that each 
University ought to have its own peculiar branches of 
learning, in order that young men may have an oppor- 
tunity of going to the one, whose studies are most con- 
genial to their habits and inclinations. Persons of this 
way of thinking approve, of course, the Aristotelian 
system of Oxford, and the strong bias to mathematics at 
Cambridge: and this, indeed, might be very weU, if our 
time for education was long enough to allow us to go 
from one University to another, and enjoy the advan* 
tages of each of them in succession. But, taking the 
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world and human life as they are, it is certainly more 
practicable, as well as more desirable, that one and the 
same University should contain in itself, and follow up 
to a certain extent, every branch of useful and liberal 
education. Whether this is the case in Oxford will be 
afterwards considered* 

6. 

With time progressive mounts the human mind: 
For years by nature innovate and change^ 
And fools alone from custom never range. 

* Page 24, linei) 398» 399, and 400. 

These lines are merely a versification of a passage in 
Bacon's ^^ Essay on Innovation," where it is sufiiciently 
demonstrated, that in many cases no change can create 
more coniusion^ than a continuance in old, and else- 
where exploded, institutions. Universities, it will be 
readily allowed, ought not to compromise their dignity, 
or endanger their reputation, by hastily adopting new 
and untried tlieories: but when the utility of any inno- 
vation has been proved by experiment, as little ought 
they to withhold their countenance and encouragement, 
or to remain behind the common advancement of 
fldepce. Of every change we may say in the words of 
Garrick's Epigram, that 

. '' Wbeo confirmM by general approbarioo> 
" Jt IS not berety, bat reformation. '^ 
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Oh I it xoere saoeet^-^a poets ent have jmng^ 

P«ge 34, line 405. 

Sed nil dtddus estf 4^c* 4^c^ 

See LucBXT. B. S. 

8. 
Heneef thetiy hax^e sprung our errors : aUourptan 
In times of Monkish ignorance began. 

Page 9^, lineB 5^1 5 and 5 1 6. 

Every body knows what was. the .character, and'what 
were the studies of the times in which our Universities 
were founded : and whoever either thinks for himsetf,* or 
readsr what Adam Smith, or any other author has said 
upon the subject, must be aware of the ttbsur^ty ei 
mfdntaining any part of a system, which wa» originft&jr 
instituted in times so much less enlightened than lSb& 
present. Upon these topics^ therefore, it is needless tff^ 
enfatge: but there is one circumstance which maybe 
thoi^t worthy of observation. The period of entrance 
into the University was formerly much earlier m Hfe' 
than it is in our age : and in consequence some tkne 
remained, after taking the first dtegree^ for studies of « 
more general nature.- When, howetw^y we have «p* 
rived at the age of one or two and twenty, we must 
enter immediatdy upon apnofessifni; aoidfirom the un- 
remitted attention whrd^ most' of them require, are 
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oldiged to pass hy altogether much of that knowledge, 
which is disregarded at the UniTorsi^, but is most use* 
fill or most ornamental in life. 

9. 

Yet was one mummery lately kn&wn to fall. 

Page 31 9 line 549. 

It will at once be perceived, that I allnde to the 
Exercises of the Determining Bachelors : but there is 
little hope, that our follies of mere form will be all abo- 
lished, when we see it seriously required ibr a prizes 
composition, that there should be neither more not kas 
than 50 lines* In consequence of this edict, some of our 
young poets have debated within themselves whether it 
l¥ould be lawiul for them any longer to close with thdr cus* 
tcHuavy Alexandrine : or if they had made 48 lines^ with 
which they wete satisfied, they were obliged to add two 
more, however weak, and however little to the purpose. 
Their poem, like Falstaff's regiment, must be complete in 
number some how or other : with r^ard to the quality 
of the lines, as of the recruits — ^that was altog^her a 
seocmd consideration. This is a noble way of teaching 
fine writing: and at this rate, we may soon get back to 
Acrostics^ and. to the good old times, when verses were 
written in a particular shape. The thing, indeed, is 
altogether so ridiculous, that I should not have men- 
tioned it, but for this reason — tiuit it is a fit emblem 

I 
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and example of the ganend tenor of the whole! system: 
where there is always some particular portion marked 
out; and although you must not do less^.ydu gain no 
advantage by doing more* 

10. 

Yet *tis not that prqfbundly taught ive hope 
MecCdnef or larjOj or each prqfeasknCs seope. 

Page 5$, linet 659 *Dd 6SS. 

What, let me again ask, is the true end of all liberid 
education? — For this is the point which, << like a great 
searmark," must be kept always in view. It is allow- 
edly, this r to. form not a lawyer, or a physician, or a per* 
son skilled in any single profession; but a man, as Ci- 
cero and Quintilian require in the orator, << omnibus 
disdpUnis et artibus instructus." The practice, there- 
fore, of our Universities, where the same studies are re- 
quisite for all the members, seems preferable in tlHs 
reject to that of those Universities abroad, where a 
different degree is taken according to the different pro- 
fessions, which are afterwards to be embraced. For 
there are many things, which it equally concerns evety 
one to know; nor is it possible to excel in any pifiti- 
cular profession without a competent degree of general 
knowledge. No man deserves the name pf an accom- 
plished scholar, who is not stored with the elemeilts at 
least of e^ery scfeilc^ with geniorous sentiments, and 
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witk Mumd prmcip]06t and. it is» perhaps,'the greatest 
mark of a well-educated mind, to be able to make all 
tbe arts and sdencesj^ as they sxe intimately connected, 
bear upon, and illustrate «ach ot)ier; and apply a fund 
of miscellancouB readii^ tothe present subject, which 
engages: the attention^ — If this be owned — ^and I dp not 
see how it can be denied — I would ask, how it is to be 
done^ without the study of modeni as weU as ancient 
learning ; and an aoqpaintance with tnpse sciences, which 
the wisdom, or the fortune of later times has either per- 
£BGted, improved, or brought to li{;ht? ♦ 

11. 

Kd matUy, greats and comprehensive whole^ 4^c 

' Page 3d, line W7, 

It is altogether impossible — to pursue the subject of 
the former note— »that a fine or ccunprehensive intellect 
should ever be' formed without viewing not history only, 
or any other science^ but all science in general as a 
whole ; without observing the beautiful connection and 
mutual dependence of all the arts, and knowing the as^ , 
sistance which each can afford in the investigation .<^ 
any other. I would ask, tfaen^ the defenders of the pfe^ 
sent system, which of these two things they mean to af- 
firm — that the modem sciences are here .sufficieiitly 
learnt,' or that they are not. worth learning. . If they 
choose the latter part of the alternative, their state of 
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mind is 80 hopeless, that they can only be kft in the 
quiet ^ijoyment of their ignorance: bnt if .they choose 
the former, they will say, probably, that there are lec- 
tures on all these subjects; and, perhaps, seriously de*- 
mand, what more can be required. We may answer at 
once^ that these lectures should be attended : for it 
comes to the same thing in reality, whether tha*e are no 
lectnres, or no audience : and, indeed, the institution of 
any new lectures in the existing state of things would be 
a mere farce, and a needless ^ipense. The tact is in- 
dubitable, and may be easily demonstrated, that the 
place of many of the professors is almost a sinecure, and 
Adam Smith complained some years ago, that at Ox- 
ford they had left off even the pretence of giving lec- 
tures* What then is the reason of it ? — A re the pro- 
fessors incompetent? Certainly not. — Are the younger 
members of the University indisposed to such studies, 
because they are totally useless, or peculiarly irksome? 
This cannot honestly be asserted. The fault lies deeper^ 
and in the system itsdf. These studies are. not abso* 
lately forbidden; but, while so great and unequal a 
weight is placed in the opposite scale, it matters little 
whether they are absolutely forbidden or not. Let 
every thing be put on an equal footings and every thing 
will soon find its proper l^vel. Either let particular 
honours be instituted for the particular sciences; or l^t 
there be one general honour, which ris^s giadually 
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Ii^hePyln proportion to ihe nttmber oTttdencoi and slii- 
6i0^ which are brought up, and the accuracy and txteat 
to which they have been acquired. 

12. 
' While aU, thai makes ihe Graduate Bghly chufd^ 
Is mere mechanic drudgery' at last. 

Pag« 39, lines 715 and 716. 

It is not my intention to dissuade any person from 
seeking our honours as instituted at present : they have at 
least this advantage, that the attainment of them gives 
the idea of application and steadiness of character, which 
it is of much value to carry with us into the world : but 
at the same time, I am perfectly convinced, that they re- 
quire no superior abilities to be attained ; that they are 
of very little utility in themselves ; and that the time 
might be much better employed. For merely consider, 
how the last year of the Undergraduate is spent; the 
year perhaps of most importance during his whole life^ 
as far as literary attainments are concerned? In getting 
up his Logic ; not in gaining an acquaintance with the 
great principles of general philosophy, but some few 
treatises of Aristotle ; not in acquiring a competent knowr 
ledge of universal history, but the minutiae of some par- 
ticular historians ; which, when he comes to be exa- 
mined, inspire in every stranger, who hears the exami- 
natioti, either disgust, or laughter : and at last he takes 
into the Schools, not the books which he liked to read, 
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for the purpose of gaining the honour which he deserve^ 
whatever it may be; but a particular number and %tt of 
books for a particular class; a plan, which makes hik 
success, if he succeeds, less than it might otherwise have 
been ; and his failure, if he' fails, doubly conspicuousy 
and doubly painfuL After all, too^ we may remember 
the old proverb : .. 

Nisi utile est^ quod facias^ stulta est gloria. 

18. 
Nctmpeaee^ mth art^ xoeaUky commerce as her tratttf Sfc. 

Page 43, line SOS. 

The present state of England is certainly an advan* 
tagebus one for the advancement and improvement of 
education. The subject is much agitated and very po- 
pular ; and the profound peace both allows time and at- 
tention to be bestowed upon it, and Induces many young 
men, who were before destined to military employments, 
to attach themselves to civil and literary pursuits. To 
this might be added — if their progress had any influence 
tipon Oxford — that Political Economy, and many other 
sciences are making continual steps towards perfection, 
daily better understood, and better explained. 

14. 
There might the Stagyrite be much, not all; 
And Monkish Mimmeries, Form, and Logic faU, S^c. 

Pafe 44, lt«ef S99 and 890. 
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Without pretendibg to call in question the gteat and 
Comprehensive genius of Aristotle, or to deny the value 
and excellence of his productions, I would merely hint 
a few questions^ as to the propriety of making them an 
exclusive and necessary study. It certainly appears na-> 
tUral, that we should choose a system of Ethics, Politics^ 
or Rhetoric pecidiarly adapted to our own age, nation, 
religion, and government Have we then no writers in 
any of these departments of science; or what are the 
superior qualilScations of Aristotle, which entitle him» 
notwithstanding these first disadvantages, to the pre- 
ference? Was the ancient system of Ethics purer br 
more complete, than our own ? Or was Political Econo* 
my better understood in the petty states of Greece^ than 
in the kingdoms of modern Europe? Who will venture to 
make either of these assertions? — The treatise on Rhe- 
toric contains undoubtedly some, of the most profound 
and ingenious observations ever made on human nature 
al^d human passions: but these are just the parts to 
liFbidb the least att^tion is here paid, because they are 
at once intelligible, and felt and acknowledged to be 
usefiil. The whole plan, however, of the treatise seems 
but ill CEilcuIated to form an orator: and Blair has 
dearly proved the invention of <^loci communes," or 
** sedes argumentorum" altogether nugatory and ineffica* 
cious. " It is evident," he says, " that though the study 
of common places might prodaceveiy showy academical 
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declamationi^ it tovHd never produce useful discourses 
<m real business." Who in fact can expect to make a 
good speech by a receipt ? Locke^ in bis *^ Remarks upon 
the Reading and Studies of a Gentleman," mentions with 
due praise the second book of Aristotle's Rhetoric: but 
lie .mentions it, aa it ought to be mentioned, only in con* 
junction with other works, which equally deserve end 
demand our attention. — Again, his treatise on Politics 
certainly contains much instruction with regard to the 
political institutions of the Greeks, and gives us a great 
insight into the legislature of the differ^it states i but 
who can expect just or enlarged views of policy from $ 
man who inclines to the opinion, that a state of slavery 
it in some instances necessary and natural? — To the 
plan, arguments, and' style of Aristotle's treatise high 
and peculiar commendation must be allowed ; but they 
tare liable at the same time to many objections. Most of 
the treatises are in places incomplete, or corrupt; and 
06me of them mere fragments ; and the general pbdi can 
often therefore, be but indistinctly perceived: his wtpl^r 
tnents are often of little weight and appU<^tioii to the 
present state of science, for these reasons ;«"'-9onic of them 
have reference only to the eustomn and politica} regu*' 
^tions of Greece, and rely for confirmation upon 
the other treatises no longer extant; some are em- 
l^ed in refuting the doctrmes and notions which ar^ 
now scarcely known, of the other phUos<)phei:s ; some 
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tKte mere arguments of language^ and their whole force or 
importance is derived from the shades of distinction be« 
tween particular Greek words : his style, too, is dry, 
O'amped, obscure, and dogmatic; and his observations 
appear to myself, I am free to say, rather as notes, which 
nay be afterwards expanded, than as parts of a regular 
and finished treatise. Afta^ all, there is neither beauty nor 
miUimity in obscurity of style ; and in spealdng of Aris- 
totle we mi^ once more repeat the old saying, which is 
not the less true, from having been so often quoted, <^ Si 
non vis intelligi, debes negligi/' — The deficiencies of 
Aristotle seem, indeed, to be familiar to our Examiners 
in the Schools : for, as the French writers have pretend- 
ed to take from the Poetics of Aristotle many remarks, 
which contain principles, of which Aristotle himself bad 
scarcely an idea ; their questions, in the same manner, 
often go fiir beyond the matter contained in the treatises; 
and ate rather elegant deductions, and &ncifiil amplifi- 
cations of his system, than a strict examination in the 
system itself. This is no weak argument to prove, that 
we are fiuther advanced than Aristotle in sdence; nor 
can it to any reflecting mind be a matter of the smallest 
surprize. In works of imagination the first will be ge- 
nerally llie best; and Homer, therefore^ is yet unrivalled : 
but in productions, whose excellence depends upon rea- 
soning and investigation, improvemoit n^ust naturally 
advance with time; and bs; on the one hand, we are 

K 
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not to ifaiitkless of t&e genius of any phfloaopiier, becawe 
he is surpassed by the efiPorts of succeeding ages; bo it is 
folfy, on the other, to make an exchisive study of his 
productions, and read them as class books in preterenee 
to those of the philosophers, who surpass him.— Nodmqj 
need again be said of our system of Logic : its preserren 
are themselves aware, that it is worse than lisdess; and 
whoever is willing to examine without pi^udice the sys- 
tem of Bacon, or read what Lodce^ says in his chapters 
iaA '^Reason" may be easily convinced, that it is at onee 
detrimental to the pHogress of knowledge, aikd to ^he 
powers of the human mind. Miich might be addi^ 
and many authorities might be adduced <hi the subject; 
but it is better perhaps to Jeitve every one to his o^*» 
judgment and capacity ; " the best way to cohie to tnitfay 
being to examine things^ as really they are; and not to 
conclude they are, as we £mcy of ourselves, or have bem 
taught by others to imagine." 

15. 
And Maikematics in tJieirjuU degree, 

Pag« 45, line 836. 

Odbrd is not considered a Mathematical University, 
and I hsve^ therefore^ said little of its Mathemadcs. The 
truth, perhaps, is, that they are too much studied in one 
University asid tDo much neglected m the other. The 
study of Matfiematids is of infinite use to strengthen the 
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inemory, and Sofm tbe mind to habits of do^ and accu- 
xate iiurestigation : it is, besidei^ impossible, without 
affvj^ degree of. proficiency in them to understand any 
of the phenomena of nature, and many even of the^ma^ 
chines and inventions which are in daily use. The direc- 
tion, therefore of the Platonists, that none should enter 
the Academy^ uninitiated in the Mathematics, in abso- 
lutdy necessary for all, who wish to make any frogpsM 
ip the more abstruse sciences. At the same time, the 
exclusive pursuit of any study must confine the intelleict, 
and engender very narrow and prejudiced ideas of the 
other departments of knowledge. We see, therefore, 
many of those^ who have taken the highest Mathemati- 
cal honours at Cambridge, not merely unacquainted 
with the finer branches of art and literature, but without 
n^ sense of their beauties, or taste f<^ their enjoyment. 
O4 leaving the University, they either keep up their 
Malhematics to the detriment of all other knowledge* 
or in acquiring that knowledge, they imleam their Ma- 
tbepiatics* It. is surely a pity, that such eicdusive and 
iuA^ise devotion is bestowed on any study, which is so 
oftip <»ily acquired in the Univeraity> to be forgotten 
in the world. 

16. 
Ai least should classic learmr^ be complete. 

Page 47, Hoe 880. 
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Oxford k cmiiideFtd s claMkal Umrariity, and 
tWefore no excuse can be oflered^-if any impediment- 
is opposed to the study of the Classics. WUle, howerert 
some books are known to be liked in the Scho<^ «Ad 
some to be disliked; it is not to be expected that acorn* 
plete knowledge of them should be obtained. Aslong' 
as Aristotle alone is reverenced, Plato and the other phi- 
losophers; Cicero^ Quintilian, and other Rhetoriciaas, 
who improved upon the Aristotelian system, are of 
tourse disregarded : while particular historians only are 
admired, and the ancient orators are altogether in dis- 
repute, how are we to hope &r a general knowledge of 
history, or any eloquence whatever ? Besides, as with 
regard to education in general, so the true end of study- 
ing the Classics is now misunderstood. They are not 
to be read merely, that we should be able to write Qreek 
lambicsj or Latin Hexameters; but that we should be 
able to feel their beauties, and transfuse their spirit into 
our own language. At present, as the obgect of our 
Schools is to prqKure young men to make a figure at the 
University, they are generally more capable of Latin, 
than of Bnglish composition; and, according to the ex- 
isting- system. School and College are of reciprocal de* 
trimi^t to each other. At the University, classical 
knowledge is seldom improved, and what we gain in its 
stead it is really difficult to say. It is, however, rety 
easy, if we speak in negatives. We do not gain any 
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gcqtudnttfio* with modem sdence^ or no^ern history; 
widi political economy, as now established; or with 
true philosophy : and after taking a degree we are com- 
peBed almost to re^commence our education. If it 
should be argued, that modem knowledge may be ac- 
quired during those months in which residence at the 
University is not expected, I have only to express my 
pi^ for Oxford, if it must be said at last, that the best 
part of the system is the length of the vacation. 

17. 
JVkh empty quackery of some specious name. 

Page 49, line 926. 

*< Words are things,^' it has been said, and perhaps 
truly: for it is certain, that in the world, or in the 
University; in politics, or in study, mere words can put 
all things in confusion. Here custom and precedent on 
the one hand, change and innovation on the other, are 
the words to represent either tranquillity and reason, or 
irr^ularity and disorder; yet these things are neither 
synonymous, nor necessary consequences of each other. 
The word custom, makes equally a learned University 
retain its errors, or a French postillion keep his large 
boots. 

18. 
Away with prudence^ which is fbUi/s friend! 

Page 51, line 960. 
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. I affinxi, without ^ny hesitation^ or asff &9S qj^ ooplUut- 
fiction, that a great part— perhaps the g^eatev part-^-of 
Qur Tutors are dissatisfied with some things at least of 
the present system. Why then are they not ehangcdi 
or at any rate examined? Such men are re^mdhlfv 
by their luke-warm and foolish caution, fox the^ contiU 
nyanpe (^ our defects; and they ought to be sensiblie 
thiM^ there are times, when patient is weajciqess, i^ 
forbearance is pusillanimity. 

Like tie dark qfirit qfiie stamtf Cgge. 

Page 51, line 966. 

• Vi4e th« Lusiad. 

Whose sang 
Was fight in motive^ if in judgment wrong. 

Page 55i lines 1053 and 1054. 

. It is my honest and fi^ed opinion, that so^ diange- 
is necessary in the course of study at Oxford. I£ how« 
ever, any persop had undertaken the task of reformatu^ 
vhose name could give weight and credit to a^ s^ati* 
ments, which he might profess, I should have, be^ 
better pleased: my own would not, and it is therefore 
concealed: but in my case^ there is this consolation, 
that any converts to these opinions will be converts to 
reas^ ^d not to authority. There is this reason, also, 
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why I have stept forward, uncalled for, and perhaps 
univished for : I am neither ambitious of University ho- 
nours, nor fearful of any construction, nor any conse- 
quences, which may result from disregarding them. 
Far from me, however, be the presumption of supposing 
that any suggestions of mine could be of the smallest 
value in forming a judicious plan of practical improve- 
ment : yet I think, enough has been said to prove the 
utility, and the necessity of taking the matter into con- 
sideration, whether some change would, or would not 
be advisable. So much certainly would not have been 
said, if I did not respect and regard the University as 
in many respects the finest institution in the world, and 
did not feel the more anxious, on that account, that its 
system of studies should be free from error, deficiency, 
and prejudice. Nothing of course can afford complete 
and general satisfaction, but complete and general im- 
provement ! but there will at least be some hope of ul- 
timate reformation, if we can only apply to Oxford the 
modest inscription of the Academy of Sciences at St. 
Petersburgh, " Paulatun.** 
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Among the most awkw»rd and embarrasaiDg 
sitnatioiis ia life^ n tbat of a roaa ^ho receiTes 
praise^ which he is conscious of not deserYing. Tbis^ 
however^ in some small de^ee^ has been my own 
caie^ when applause has been given to the sen* 
liments which contain any reflection upon the 
discipline of this University. For it has been 
late]^ my private speculation — and it is cer^ 
tuinl^ no dull or uninstructive one^^to consider 
whi^t a^re the efiects of partial error upon a system 
in general ; and whether that^ which we at first 
coQsid^r as etil in itselC, is not generally conducive 
4a the gQod of the whole. The result of my inqidry 
has not disappointed the expectations which I had 
fQUmed; it has convinced me thiat some apparent 
4«f$cts are eqi^ally useful in the natural^ uatellectiMd^ 
and nuffal world ; and that it i$ as necessafy thdt 
there should be a mixture of abuse and imperfeetion 
in th^ imtitutions wbieh men fcame^ a* that iktee 
ihould be n pcvtion of ijvipiiritjr in the air 
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^hich thej breathe* To place this matter in 
the clearest lights let us take a passing suryejr 
of niankiad in general ; and if the course of 
things \^ere changed^ consider for a moment what 
would be the result Foreign and domestic quarrels^ 
disturbance^ and disease^ are uniyersally supposed 
to be among the most melancholy incidents which 
occur in the tragic farce of our existence. Yet 
wiihout war, what becomes of our soldiers ? How 
discontented are they at present, and how well the 
nation follows their e:iample ! — K there were no dis* 
eases^ our physicians would be undone : — if the liti* 
gious spirit of the people was extinguished, oar 
lawyers must wear their insignia for nothing, without 
* fees, without dignify, and without employment. If 
there were no political dissensions, what stop is there 
to the despotism of men in power, or what theme 
for the patriot speeches of men in opposition f And 
lastly, if there had never been any disputes about 
religion, we. should not have been blest with the 
mighty labours of the Fathers of our Church. In 
the same way, the errors and deficiencies of this fa- 
mous University, have alone given room for- the in- 
genuity and ability which have been employed in 
their defence ; and brought to light that admirable 
firmness which has displayed itself for two hundred 
years in a magnanimous defiance of argument and 
derisKHi, aiid a glorious contempt of the opinion of 
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Hie world. I^ therefore, hasten to oflfertheie renmrks, 
which .otherwise would not have been written, as a 
full recantation of some mistaken notions contained 
in the Dialogues ; and as the best method of declar* 
ing that I am now a most loyal und orthodox son 
of the. mighty mother^ ready at all times; and in alt 
places, to assert the superiority of Logic over Naio* 
ral. Philosophy and the system of Aristotie owet the 
system of Biicon. For the sake^ however, of the 
joui^er members of the University^ I am willing to 
expose my own weakness^ by laying before them the 
-monstrous and heterodox sentiments which I for- 
merly entertained^ that they may be conviiMsed into 
what abominable heresies the mind must necessarily 
faUj when it indulges the pernicious habit of think* 
ing for itself. We are obliged^ indeed, oeeasionally 
. to, hear such assertions as the following : — '' I%f lo^ 
aophy,. wisdom, and liberty, support each other; 
he who will not reason is a bigot : he^ who 
cannot^ is a fool ; he^ who dares not^ is a slave :^ 
biit we immediately discover them to be dangerous 
and delirious ; and^mark the writer as a man^ whom 
the ancients would have invited to drink hellebore 
at Anticyra, and our own countrymen would send 
with more humanity to live in Bedls^m on '^ bread 
and bastinadoes/' It must then be carefully remem* 
beredj, that the opinions which will be here expressed, 
are those upon which I now look back with shame 
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iHid oompiinetioii, aod an mefAf bsnHqj^ht fimratd^ 
UlbB tha dntoken Hdot, Ht an Mbibitioii mod a iMdm- 
ing to youth aad ineaperienee. 

It nmy be mpiimte to premise^ that ui » aiiy m^- 
marks upon thiet dtscipline of O^foid I mesa lidt 
tjie slightest idea of eooipariaon, haYiog (but litfl^ 
acquaintance with the instittftions of other i^osg^ 
aiid but littk i:tyerencefortbe.systemofCtaibridgtt; 
Viewing educatioti in a politxGal light«^tfae ligbl; 
undoubtedly^ in which it oughi to be irieiiied'^^'^the 
studies of the f iTsL University can hacdly be mmih 
der^d as preferable to our own : the mind is as 
liCtJ^ fitted lor the business of life by Grecit Odtos, 
aAd;X}tleek lamlttcs ; arod the inTestigatioai of lua- 
tbe^nali^al trutbi^ until it is incapable Of teasonl^g^ 
iqxon : human probabilities ; as by logical disqaiil* 
tioifts^ and disgusting niinutiss of detail in the p» 
rusal of :tlie ancient authors. In defence of these 
latter points^ it is commonly urged^ that ihto €hk£ 
purport of education is^ to inure the mind to habitii 
of accuracy in reading, and precision of thought : 
yet^ allowing this to be true as far as it g0es> it^ is 
difiicult tor coned ve how the end can be attsdAedv. 
until ttie mind is furnished with a latge stock of 
Ideas^ to arrange^ dispose^ and afterwards produce 
at the proper moment; and it can scarcely bfe 
denied^ that there are Hoany exercises which will i^ 
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t&e Bailie' tibe teach it to thinks and tiote it \^ith 
jiwierials for tUnking. If a man were asked which 
\1ra5 the most perfect mode of education, he mi^t 
fay at once^ that which settles the principles^ while 
it improves the intellect ; which forms the best men^ 
and the most useful members of society^ and renders 
them most competent to perform their part on the 
great scene^ in which they will soon be engaged. 
The institutions of our own^ or any other Univer- 
sity; are means^ not ends ; they are a preparation^ 
but not a completion ; their studies^ honours^ and 
advantages^ are worth nothings but as they serve 
towards advancement in life^ and are an earnest of 
gireatar exertions^ and ' higher fame^ when the race 
is run' on a more ample space^ and with a greater 
number of competitors. I speak^ of course/ merely 
of such as go into the world in any civil capacity ; 
and not of those who are received to the bosom of 
the churchy or remain as tutors in the University. 

Keepings therefore^ this view of the subject^ it is 
my intention to oflfer a few remarks upon our system 
abstractedly, and unconnectedly, without any regu- 
lar detail^ and leaving out of the question as much 
as posisible whatever has been said before upon it, 
either on the one side, or on the other. Let me, 
however, first observe, that if we allow the system 
to be godd, we must certainly allow it to be well 
administered. The tutors in most of the colleges 
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sin irisn af gfmt Abilitteit mA ttltMtiim Im HinK 
office ; aodthe GoUeetittiu 9itiboiadoiAiAltitm 
aire sometiQies not nUogethcr a name. :ftii the da»f 
piite r^ttfl lipoh measuresy and aiat ntes ; nA all tjbtt 
Qare vrkidh is empldjed to lymiBlAiB a dbeiplii^ MBh 
dscatij faed^ can db nottei^^ but eataad tlw mgmf 
tilde iif the misfof tune^ aa^ fi^tpeiiifte Ha dttsalMil^ 

ImmMiately on his arriirai at Oxford, the iJndtf- 
graduate, if be is engaged «t alU is Migaged in pfm- 
fnaring for the first public EJi^aminatton ; th* objad 
of . whicfa £xamination is ntniJcA to be^ to tiy his 
i^equaiotance vith tbe eonstcuetion and idiom of tli^ 
^ Greek And Latin languages. Tbisdiasign iao^tMrijif 
^^(v^h ^nd tbe more praiaefurortfij^ as the stoulett 
ebAmpipnforthe system of this pladewill hardlvattfnt 
^\mt ijt 18^ on tlie whGie> conducifetoimprafement in 
Mcturate and eiitical scholarship. Fornijre\tnpart» 
I am perfectly convinced, that in any competition, 
v^hich depends upon these points^ tbe candidate witi 
have a better chance of sqcicess, if he is b|it just cdrae 
from a pubUc school^ than If he is already of three 
years' standing in the Uniyersity. Nor can any ra*- 
tional objection be made to the introduction of Sat- 
elid into th^ Responsions, aUhough we may sincem^ 
ly regret that Logic, that f ' ruling passion'' of ii» 
plf^ee, so fi-equently intrudes itself even in tbis early 
«ft^« of the Aoademical career. But it is, of 
coqrsej olten brought up in the &st. Examinatios, 
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Woame it is a* wim qii nmlox Hat mtonA; koA 
fttttato itMf upon ihe Goi^vmhto thtou^ titer 
>idtole {Wfiod *f his iteidence ; like the ^anly 
inAkcIi a mad has to attend him through a dai^i^ 
«itt>odiaiitry> Wt of v4uteb he is very glad to g^i rid 
for eTisT/ as Moa as he amvek at the fcontiers of 
M0ther« A<|ttough without the smallest ei^peeta-^ 
tioB^ ihsft tiMse^desakoii^r ohservs^icms ladll haye aajr 
frfboA^fwheceirei^OD and ridiciil^i satire and senses 
the coatethpt 6f.e?erj tvise mtaA out of .Oxfotvd; 
aaditfiedisaiipitofaKtidn df two-thirds of the lilteiati 
^mdria it> hane e)dia«ited their efiwts to ao piirs^ 
pose ; I ijet eiit^ inif (Mrolest agfi^ Logic, as botk 
aaegative^ Had a positive evU of the most serious 
impostaJica M it a negative evil, as it consumes; 
i» lid)^ #ad iicesame disqaisitions, the time wthich 
isright be iiiliofa better empkrjred in useful acquinr- 
jileDts, or rational reereatidns : it is a positive oiie, 
«i^ it fatigues and confoes the mind, without im- 
jtmviag dr strengthening it, until it is lost in the 
ilalsgrriatb.of mood abd:flgUre; attends more to the 
^Ifvm of a senteitce^ than to the meaning which it 
.eantttlbs, and is impeded by some nnwieldly nrade 
#1 proof,: "Bisttiad of gning^tttfiaigbt forward accord* 
iifg to. the plain dictated of common sensie. The 
'defence, which is usuiilly urged is, that Logic is yt 
piaotical method of detecting faHaoies in argument: 
bbt this, I saspeet^ in tb&;iflt pldc«, to be at nmse 
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sophism^ or indeed^ as arrant a ^ece of quaclusiy a« 
die plan of teaching histoiy bjjt pack of cards^ or 
the artificial memory of .a Grerman Professor : ao^ 
in the second; it can undoubtedly only be of. use 
when it is perfectly understood. But JCew Under r 
graduates^ or CTen Graduates of the University, can 
perfectly understand it ; and the unhappy Ia^cm^ 
suifers all the mischief and inconvenience of a puaa, 
.who has arms put into his hands^ of which, he. k 
not well acquainted with the use : . he will soon fnd 
that he cannot bring his syllogUms to bear upon.the 
ai&irs of. the world; that the intrigues. and unccr« 
iainties of life supply him with but little necessary 
matter for the exercise of his ingenuity ; and tiwt 
he must either come to no conclusion at all, or 
arrive at it by the more simple process of judgment 
and induction. There js one remark, connected 
with this subject, which seems to me worthy the 
most serious attention, and on which I can hardly 
write with temper and moderation. It is well 
known, that more men fail in both Examinations on 
the point of Logic than on any other, or, perhaps^ 
than on all the rest, when taken tf^ther. Thus^it 
happens, ihat, frequently, not only are the feelings 
of an individual wounded, his hopes thwarted, his 
prospects injured, his confidence in himself de- 
stroyed, and a corroding recollection fixed in ^hfs 
heart for life, but deep uneasiness^ caused in his 
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iprhole ifiiniily on account of a brancli of studj 
whicfa is difficult of attainment^ and woite thail 
useless when it has been attained. Hiis is not de* 
cSamation^ but fact: it has happened often^ alid 
will happen as often again ; and at this presMdt 
time^ we see it every day before our eyes : surelifr, 
too, it is but mockery of consolation to say, thatit 
parses '^ sub silentio ;*' when it may be confidently 
asserted, that there is no kind of pain' or anxiety^ 
'Which a man would not gladly exchange at the 
moment for the bitterness of that feeling, and which 
he would not afterwards remember with less morti- 
fication. Soon, however, the Examiners may per* 
liaps'be made sensible, that this greatest exertion df 
their power will, if too often repeated, be treated 
-with derision ; and nothing will be considel^ at 
^sgrace, which is suffered in such a cause. 

If we proceed to the second Examination, we 
meet immediately with Logic ; no longer a matter of 
'choice, but of necessity. Divinity very properly is 
the same; and if the higher honours are desired> 
two or more Treatises of Aristotle. Here again is 
shewn the wonderful talent of the legislators of 
Oxford in choosing the most intricate and perplex- 
ing course of study, when, after all^ in the present 
stage of science, the reward is not proportionate to 
tte labour. They, undoubtedly, display great 
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d<9itti Df fbougH attd aeuteaeiB ef rdiM^ng, fyf 
tiiB tioM in \f bieh they were written ; hgA H, sihfet 
timt perkd^ mines of knowledgip have heeiDt o|petoed 
far rieher^ and by no means so dark ; if X^odie^ 
]lae0B> Paiey^ and Blait^ have fiirm«hed mmietiAB 
iW thinking on the same subjects with more laci^f 
and at least equal adyantsge^ common poKey and 
etfnmdn seiMie tell us at once^ whioh if to be »f 
jeeted^ aud which are to be retained, irristoile m 
ittupeeted of having burned some of the works^of jbta 
^Predecessors to make his own discoveries a|)]iear Ae 
gfti^r ; but if he was really as warm «a atfrntrer of 
truth as he pretended to be^ and eoqld now see tiffe 
modem improvements in moral ttnd natwal philoso- 
phy^ -he might himself rejoke at the progresis^ Hf 
aeitnee; and exult^ on the Spartan principle!^ in 
losing the post of honour. In his own age he ki|f^ 
the lamp of learning in its full lustre : let him now 
pass it on^ and view it in the hand» of o^era^ burn- 
ing with undiminished steiadiness and augiiumtid 
briUiaiiey. But upon this suti^t it is needles to 
enlarge: the system of Aristotle can be bwrdly in 
less repute tlmn it now is among the greater part> of 
the learned world; and it is mtfintained hei^ 0p 
that account with the greater pertinadty and tes^ 
hition* Let me only remarl^^ that it is uei liffi 
widest plan to weary the mind with investfgatikHis^ 
-superfluously difficult and disagreeable ; and to 
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^aci aA.uim0C6Marf degree of naavteoese aad ae«* 
cumcjr m Ake knowledge of tbem : nutnyyouBg nM| 
^o briog vttli tbem to Oxfiord a ttroog ardour fioi 
duftnigiitthiiig themflelvesj and ambition for literaijF 
jfiune^ leave it with disgust and indignation^ or mk 
from activity io idleness^ froia idleness to dissipation^ 
jand from dissipation to its genoral conseqisences^ 
debt and disqinetude««-Yet if we tiim to the other 
branches of the Examination, we shall find this at^ 
tention to useless miButic pervading the whole circle, 
nad destroying that wide and manly spirit of inquiry 
^wfaich in the first requisite in all liberal education^ 

Leaving for t)ie present ^very other consideration, 
it may be confidently asserted, that there is a most 
tedious sameness and confinement in the very course 
4>f our olassical studies. I am ready to follow the 
vule of Cicero, and in treating of any set of men^ 
4ike for examples the best which can be found: 
yet, when we have done so, we see them invariably 
bringing up the same books, and following in every 
|»oint &e same plan of reading ;-^for this simple 
reason that all others are discouraged. I^ato, 
Aristophanes, Demosthenes, Longinus, Tacitus, and 
Cicero himself, with many other authors of almost 
€qiial excellence, are nbw scarcely mentioned in our 
sehools : a man, who gains the highest honours, 
must have a perfect acquaintance with all the im« 



Digitized by 



Google 



16 AmiflUX TO TBE 

pwtiat wA decent fables of ^Herodotus aod livy;* 
jfttiinaj have^ at the same time^ so little iosigbt into 
the geBeral teaor of Crrecian and Roman historjy 
as to .tbink the one conchided \nth the Pelopon- 
nesian war, or the battle of Mantinea; and tte 
other of no consequence whatever after the defeat 
of the Samnites. The whole periods, which 
contain the reigns of Philip, Alexander, and his 
sMccessors ;-— and from the first Emperors of Rome 
to the taking of Constantinople— -certainly not 
the most uninstructiye and uninteresting ones, in 
the annals of nadons-^are altogether neglected, ^r 
unknown : the Examiner, with the. usual cant, that 
it is better to learn little well, than muchincccu- 
ratdy, seldom takes a wide view of the subjects ; 
but cpafines his questions to the details of some tri- 
vial point, which the .more sensible Underg^duate 
perhaps scarcely deemed worthy of his time and 
attention.' The consequences, generally speakin^^ 
are his failure and disappointment; while the Exa- 
miner may say in his. defence, that this method is 
absolutely neccLis^ary, where the : same authors are 
always introduced ; and in a fvblic viva voce Exa- 
mination. To this, however, we hare only to retort^ 
wliyi then, are the same authors always to be intro<- 
duced? Why must the examination be public; and 
why must it be viva voce? Industry, we must allow, 
i3 a quality which in every^system of education must 
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meet with reward ; hni, perhaps^ the highest ho-^ 
noiirs should be allotted to the combiaatiop of ia- 
dostrj with genius; and some composition begiyen^ 
bj which the trial may; be made. ^ Here it is not so; 
and the man. who takes his degree with the greatest 
credit^ may very possibly have no general knowledge 
of the chain of history^ little critical scholarships 
no acquaintance whatever with true science ; but 
in their steady a minute and puerile accuracy in 
jsame few points and treatises^ which> as soon as he 
leaves the University^ he will be sure to forget^ or 
glad to throw a§ide ; or when he thinks of making 
use of these wonda*ful attainments in the worlds he 
will find himself in the situation of ^ a man who 
wishes to teach his native tongiie abroad^ without 
being able to speak or to understand the language 
qf the country to which he is. going. 

Wiih regard to our course of Mathematics^ 
I owtt^ I admire its principle^ although some 
of our best mathematicians blame^ perhaps justly^ 
the method in which the Examination is conduct- 
ed. The study of th^m is not requisite for a de«- 
gree; but honour and celebrity attend success 
in. their pursuit This is as it should be: there 
must, of course, in all places of education be 
some sitie qud,npn or other; and the framers of 
Qur system, have notj certainly^ been most happy 

9 
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m t^rir elioice ; yet tbe study of Mathetnilleft 
ftfaould more ^an any other be left to our option ; 
aft they are necessary for but few stations in Ufe> 
and tan only be followed with satisfaction when 
thef mt undertaken «rilh partiality, i am free^ riso, 
to confess; that our alphabetical arrangement of the 
names of those wbef take honours^ appears to me a 
more prudent plan fliaii any other ; to confer quMe 
tmfficient distinction^ and excite quite sufficient 
iMiulaftion. If academical celebrity were the ulti* 
mate end of the studies or compositions which are 
Ihere aieoumged ; other sysftems may nndodi>tedfy 
attain tibe^ject more completely : but if we carr^ 
Vmr iHiews ftrther^ we must perceive, that such ttn-» 
temttted attention i& is then nec(tesary to a single 
aim^ Is detrimental to general knowledge and ad* 
Tancement; and ^ most successftil candidate nn^ 
at last find that the petty portion of literary fame is 
a fMT reoompense^yr tiie Ikilut^ of his sights and 
'4fae injnry of his ^constitnlioa. 

We hate hitherto ^c^nsidered w^at we Ibave in 
^ihe Vniversify; if we now pn>ceed to what we 
-have not^ ^ve shali^ perhaps;, find the s^nge €oa^ 
tradiction of there being at the same time and 
^lace siq)€Frfluity and deficieney^ Tliis deficiency 
% most apparent oti 4he points df modem %i8« 
tory^ natural phibsophy, and modem improre* 
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meats iiii :geaeral. It b act 4nguU to Qm^4Htm^ 
mwi ^en^e ta tcJi u&> that ibece gr/spuUk lecturot 
OB all these siilgects ; since few have tiine or ini^ 
aUnatioE to aJbtend them ; and Doae caa e(th4i? 
kkOjix 4uisrace from the omisfic^^ pr gjetiq criadit 
from the attainipent Yet it is aeedfess to descaoit 
upon these topk^ as tiietr in^rtanf^e has heea 99 
often, and so ahly demon^rated : the pr^s^t $y^ 
tem has stood its gi;ou(id» wxt from tiie we^fcoiess or 
timiditpr^ its assailants^ b^t the persevering ^obsti^ 
ifAcy of thoBe who defefnd jjt. I vi^ul4 ui^sety wg-»! 
0sst a^ei|tiqi|/which> Jws ftetueotiy^^ocmsred to 
!»J Pivp Bui^d; wjbry may mt these studies be put 
foa the same fi^o^M^iwi^ M^tbemeAfcs; and a thir4 
ehns <tf hoooqrs insti^ii^ed^ whicb it. 4s at the option 
of the U«lei;gra4uate to take or declkie^ in {uropor^ 
iiim AS h^e is crateot with igpEMW^oee^ or 4esiroii3 ^f 
l^fti&cticm? 

: Jf aojr member of tl^eUniversil; wishes to acquire 
€«lM$jn^, by oSker means besides Hie ExamiQati^ms 
isk the 3ehQolf> he will, of cmit», write for Hifi 
Ipriaei which ace awmally ffw^. The Essajs are 
^«rjr pfobabty of, use to form a lAtin m Eoglisli 
frfyle wijth pudfy and el^gafice: Ihej may display 
.{veaidqpth^tho^iaiid beauty of^presston ; but 
£0says> except on some veirjrpK^uiar subject, will noit 
^be lead witii eagerness, and for this reason there is 
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seldohi' any strong cc^petition for the honour of 
Tictory; Of oarcompoflitionsin yerse I have heard 
it said^ that they are tfa6 best 'methods ever yet de- 
vised to repress originality, and curb g^us. The 
Idttin, it has been remarked, if it be worth any 
thing, must derive its value from wliat it borrows 
from the poets of the Augustan age, and the^ best 
poem is nothing more than t^e best plagiarism. 
Virgil, if he could now appear among us, might 
certainly be indignant at seeing his favourite flowers 
transplanted and misplaced; stunted for want of 
room, yet withering from the contagion of the weeds, 
which grow iti monstrous luxuriance iaroffod 'thein, 
ftut these stotiments are far from correldt-;- since 
native genius may be shewn to no inconsiderable 
d^ee even in a dead language: nor is all the cea* 
sure, perhaps, merited which is poured upon the 
Iblly of confiaipg fanpy to fifty lipes on a scul)9tural 
or architectural subject ; and allotting the prize not 
to the most poetic diction or imagery, btit th^ most 
accurate description of what Wiiikelrtanl and many 
•othcfrs, must describe mticli*in'oiteaecuraicly,^ahdin 
a style much better suited -to the subject.' >' For it 
^ay be answered that* 4he ^otitbful Pegasus stands 
in more need of the rein than thfe spur ^Wd that 
the faults against which there is .most use Hk provid- 
ing, are flighty luxuriance/ and the want of pruning 
and conden^ing^ for that in writing, more than all 
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other thiogs, we indthe truth of the old proterb, 
Hiiat ^' the half is more than the whole/' Yet; aftw 
fill^ we canoot observe the quantity of poetic beaiitj 
which may be put into the small space of fifty hnesy 
without wishing that it couM have appeared witfa 
greater splendour in a htrger space ; and sincerely 
regretting that the author of ihe Bdvidere Apollo 
had not an opportunity of displaying his genius npoo 
such a subject as Palestine. The excuse is^ tfant 
patience would be eishausted^ and time would he 
wanting for any longer recitation in the Thetibreu 
If this be really the case^ I would hint^ with all 
due respect for their learning and abilities^ that the 
Public Orator ^nd the Professor of Poetry might in 
some measure shorten their speeches; since this 
feeins^supreferable expedient to depriving the Bache* 
lors of the gseater part of their reward, by not per- 
mitting ibem itolread their Essays at Commemofa- 
iion^ but meidjit nlentioning the name pf the success* 
ful epndidate, which mei^nire is now said to be in 
agitation*: . Aftor ally perhaps; composition in youth 
is! very little to. beenqouraged : men ought assuredly 
lo read miich befbref they pretend to vnrite; and 
gain ai^ iiktimajte acquaintance with both animate 
and inaniniate: najbuire,. instead of intruding their cru* 
idities jupoq th^M attention of. the world. He who 
.b^ins to. write early^ will .not; M.ft^y time of his li^ 
^ likely; iio,,write. wqU ; his imagination will be ex* 
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aire at ledst safe From the ImtaiiekDly madn^to of 
makifl^ Odes ; a s|y^ii»ff of comftoritibn WhiiA ^ulA 
be altedditted hieal, at it w^ttim tise Uf|fs«t sharer 
•E liollh jii%iBeiit anad ^oiusf. Th^y may ^ lidwet»> 
biiBode vrithoot either of fliese quaiKties by as aiioe 
a thetkod as «nkry. other pieee of meobaikbnl whatever : 
some few turnfs and qsclaniaitlbnsj yMmk lAncend 
frobi geimaiion to genendien^ as eomimja property, 
oiExod up with^ liberal qooAattens froas Ae daasie 
aoflkorsy are suffieiebft^ and aaoie than anficiedt^ to 
ifarm a very ptetCj lyrist. Yet «t is Mtiit r a miatake 
to iriiaginelSiat evdty ifatn^ which is not pf oee^ must 
of ikecesaity, and for timt teason, be pMtky^ 

• Lei It not be soppoMd^ that by gay thing wiuoh ia 
here hdvanced^ it is the wish of tb^ pmikst to dapi«d<' 
ate an acqnaiiitafkce wttb c)aS8ieal^*Kterature, or to 
praise tire modems itiidiismtiiinafloty in oppol»tion to 
the ancifenlts. Far ftt)iii it : 1 tab fetcdvt ihe peett<^ 
liar exceltenee of the Uttor asr ninth als the mcMen** 
tbasiadtk of their oh;a.tnpions ; -luid- a ^wclry leala^ 
gfumopon their boanties wouM be^ nctthet Oi^nal 
nbr difficult. Iftieir admii^s 40 Aem the jgreatosl; 
injury^ in firing tba,t ^bey should monoptdtte^a*- 
tMtion and de^roy fl^Oedoin «f thM^ht : n cause 
k ^ter forwarded^ by roforimug what ia wrm^^ 
ih;stn by extolling what o^sry one i6USt4i^iidwlo^ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



to be right. — I km wen &r froni flmkiog.meiiiiljr 
of tiie labcmrs of yer faal cnthitm : . any pejpsoa yfh» 
is at all ccmyersaatTirith.tfae Utemture of t^e aiir 
etenis inii»t be aimra^ Aiiat thif t^riticiatn/ to bf 
ittccassfiiUj p^:ft)rin€id^ lyeqtojm not merely inr 
dttstry, learniag^ and acettraey" of reaearcb^ but 
also ifto fimaS psoMion of:iiaibytfal:4a]oiit> memorv; 
miA. taste ; ^uueknieas. of disoetmnoiltand siNiiidQCK^f 
of 1 jadgmeat. The en)kic; rnuKt jqimB only u»des9tMd 
flfa^ Mnse of the auibor^ asbom bi uddertalwi l9 
iUuaiiate : but be Able to. )oaikdi ;his besuilias, iMd 
distingtiiih mety fgc%diMii§. a£ |us atyte. To put 
ibis siattcr.iii the ctes^rest lights voe.needi oni^.twk' 
paie the Efegbyk oditioiML of the .}iresfioi ^/to 
ibose, wbicb wex^ pffintad abroad after the niiiif al 
4if learaiag) and iadoed ut ouch later panods; la 
the one case^'.we faavB .neaiiieai^ iaonciseiicBS; ted 
«til% ; and in ^ost^ aeaL hnojneledge iropartedm- 
as it always ahoold bai ikopkHttd-Hrywitk cfiearxusss^ 
4Md elegance; bpt wi&out) pacade:^or ostentation 4 
in the otber^ ponderous^ volumes/ ifiUid vtith dfa^ 
liates on pmntsjiot t^cootb idisputb^^ irhi^b aae 
eiiher plain at first aight to tlie CMamonvSeiise of 
ilhe reader^ or . muat afler ail be jdff nabessltty left 
unddcided-^Yet if ^e. raesely aeie]fi : ibr an exercise 
of Iboughty we ih^U hardlj fiabd any ]t}iait mil last 
us longer than ttbe miglbiy /labours bf tiiese iiide* 
' fitigable 9nsotatocs« ^ lEfaeir uidHty, indeed^ bfs 
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never beeb stiffieiently esteemed i imd ihey well 
deserve their place in the hall of the Ptolemies^ or 
among the magnanimous heroes of Burney; for 
the object they have in view is among the most im« 
portant of all human considerations: truth and 
reason are necessary for our subsistence : the old 
hemisphere would have remained as happy and as 
enlightened without the discovery of a new one^ but 
not without the improvements of science and ciriii''* 
«ism. What indeed arethe discoverers of worlds, when 
compared to the discoverers of truth ? What are the 
restorers of liberty to the restorers of sense ? What 
are Harmodius^ or Timoleon^ Gustavus> or Tellj, to 
Aldus, and Scaliger, Casaubbn, and BenUqf ^-^It 
can never be sufficiently lamented, that these senti- 
ments have not universally, and in all ages, been 
entertained; since in that case Addison m^bt 
have been the Schutz of England; Colunibos 
might have been the first to descry a new reading ; 
and Newton, instead of wasting his conjectures 
upon the heavjenly bodies, might have giv^i us ia 
inew edition of Euclid^ or Archimedes, t Even the 
contentions and failmes of the annotaiors affocd 
-subjects for the most : interesting reflections: and 
nothing can display more forcibly the uncertainty 
of human pride and greatness, than the sight of 
some learned critic,, who, while he is singing his 
paean over a vanquished predecessor, is hirhsctf 
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driv«tt fratn the ield by a youngs rival; as the 
Corintihiaiui y^ere attacked and defeated at the very 
CDoroent in which they were erecting a trophy. 

Biit'to return in sober earnestness to this University. 
The most unintelligible|jargon of verbal criticism is at 
least as useful as the hypothetical syllogisms of our 
Divinity Schools^ or the farcical exhibition of our 
Determining Bachelors, But these subjects I will 
not press: for the sake of the University^ I will 
sj)are the detail of its absurdities : I will even sup- 
pose that there may be reasons to continue^ what 
there is a necessity to condemn : though of this we 
may be assured^ that trifling points^ such as these^ 
afford the greatest scope of ridicule to the super- 
ficial observer; and that by retaining them in the 
system^ we betray as great a want of policy as of 
resolution. It may be said^ that they are mere 
forms ; but why are not forms to be abolished^ when 
they become notoriously absurd^ and^ in fact^ a real 
inconvenience^ as they require attendance from per* 
haps some distant part of the country ? The worst 
is^ that upon such topics it is impossible to be 
serious : they set gravity at defiance ; and however 
they may excite concern of miad^ they certainly 
ibock composure of muscle. If, however, any per- 
son is anxious to defend them, I shall have at least 
this disadvantage on my side, that I may incur the 

n 
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greatest dlA^ace from a defeat^ but caniMkt.posaiblf 
obtain any hoBOinr by a Tictory* 

Hiere are many other points in our system^ which 
roust experience censMre as often as they incur ski- 
tice : but sufllcient has been said for our present 
purpose. These are merely unconnected hints, to 
excite a qiirit of inquiry in the members of the 
several collets: they are vrrittea as plainlj, at 
temperately, and as dbpassionatdy, as I could 
make them ; vfiih no view of applause to niy own 
eflfusions^ but with the hope of some slight service 
to the University, and to myself as* connected with 
it : they are thrown together so hastily, that manjr> 
inaccuracies of thought and expression may un« 
douhtedly be found, although it would be very 
difficult to disprove the general scope and tenor 
of what has been advanced. There are many among 
us, who can sit down with contentment and self* 
complacency in ignorance and in error ; who per- 
suade themselves that in all human as well as divine 
institutions '' whatever is, is right ;*' that what ia^ 
good at one time^ must be of course good at an* 
other ; and that, as our fathers framed the systeni 
at first with consideration and wisdom, so no revo* 
lution of Qges can destroy its perfection, or di- 
minish its ezeellence, but must, make it, on the 
contrary, at once admirable ibr its beauty, and vene* 
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i^ble for lit aatiqaity. Surely^ iiovfwet, it is wiser 
to form oor own judgment in our own centuiy : if 
tbe auttiority of great names be against us^ to 
pause indeed before we decide our opinion^ but not 
to be biassed^ when it is decided : to consider^ as 
bas been often observed^ '^ the antiquity as the in«- 
fancy of the world ;" and that every period must 
naturally and reasonably make some addition to 
the knowledge of the preceding^ without^ howeter, 
at all detracting from the comparative merit of the 
phil<»ophers and legislators of the elder time;; in- 
a«nu6h as the latter have the power to set out from 
the very point at which ihe former had stopped* 
No man itaust pretend to reason, wh0 has not ac- 
cuftomed biiliself to view all things in Ihe abstract ; 
Irithout ihe smallest deference to antiquity or no* 
yelty; withonl priejiidice and without partiality: 
and I hope I may at least claim more real interest 
in the state and disoipliite of this University^ than 
such champions «,s I have mentiemed. Urn n my 
presumption in these c|>servations so gcesjt as might 
be imagined : ma^y persons far wiser, and with fax 
more weight than myselC^ take the eame view of the 
question ; but from the^ responsibility of their sta- 
tiojis, they are not at liberty to declare their senti- 
ments. Those ^ho might be strong enough to sub- 
-mn^ titf pillars of our disci^lifle^ are fenrfni that th^; 
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raim of the straeture would fall upoa tfiem«lve«.~t 
Is h, howeTer, natoral that we should aequiei ce io 
a system^ wliich^ according to the univetsal oniony 
is defiictiTe ia some parts^ and nugatory in oithent 
Or is it wonderful that we should be discoiiteiiied, 
when we see the University^ of which we are nieni^. 
bers^ become a standing joke to the worlds and con-t 
sidered a synonymous term with error^ ignorance, 
prejudke, and obstinacy ? We ave act yet of '«ii 
age to bear all this with the philosophioal infill* 
rence of our seniors; but^ on the other h^ndi wet 
are no longer children^ and it is time thai we abooUk 
have^ ^' what even slaves are free to/' lil^erty of 
thought. Otir men in authority ni«y at lei^ftb rise 
from their torpor ; they may display all the suspi*^ 
cion which accompanies the consciousness of a bad 
cause; alt the severity which is the offspring ^ 
ftar ; and all the resolution whidi is the con^equaieo 
of despair: but they will not detef us titttn tde*-^ 
dsing our own understandings M points which 
concern our o9fn welfare^ and have a reiftrencenot 
only to ourseWes^ but to every generation which 
may succeed ua in ibis place. Our selfish, and oor 
idisinterested feelii^, shall be all equally awakened/ 

- Nothing is here mentioned vehieh k not univefsaify 
kno^n, aiad almoftjk us universally rqgr«Med : We mAy 
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be toM^ uidedd^ tluii to Imnt after perfeclioii u >• 
weleu a punuii as: that of the madman who iUnused 
kuMalf by catching suobeains on a wall ;. and that 
aoy measures we could i^opoae/ would only hafe :ar 
iimilar effett to such as in the attempt, to ciire sup^ 
poaed insanity^ have driven the patient into abseluta 
ddirium. Yet we have men fully capable of middng) 
kB|irovement and reformation ; and even from other 
iftstitutioiis suggestions might betaken. TheRomaisi 
would never have been masters of the worlds if they 
had not had Uie policy to adopt the inventions of 
•thers^ and if they had not made the Garthaginiaa 
gall^ a model for their own. And should the faults 
of other systems be numerous and pernicious^ wa 
may still remember^ that a medicine may be extracted 
from the same plant which contains a poison. My 
humble office is accomplished ; I have pointed out 
•ome notorious errors and imperfections : but I do. 
no <wroog to the University^ unless the defenders of 
ikt present system are prepared to say^ that '^ 9um* 
mumjm est summa injuria/* 

The sum of the whole^ and the plain statement <^ 
Ae case is this : the education of youth is always 
ft noble and important task^ and here^ perhaps^ more 
iipble and important than in any other part of ih6 
habitable globe. For if we consider (he weight and 
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dignitj (riF Osfiurd itself, aad the mpedabittj of Om 
tbanurters wbo compose the gi'eat bulk and bodyof it» 
members ; if we look to the munificence widi whkh 
Hie Colleges are endowed^ or eren the imponag and 
Tenerable graindeur of their appearance, we maj^ 
fidrly assert that this Uoiversatjr is the first in Europe,, 
and in the world. The sons of men, ^fao have tht> 
highest rank, or the greatest power, infioence, and 
kiterest in the country, come to reside here in thai 
period of life M^en their faculties are at the height, 
tibeir hopM and confidence ^n themselves an* 
hounded ;. and before they have yet learnt the evila 
of ambition, or the nothingness of fame. Thqr come 
in the lull persuasion, that all the studies of the place 
will eutber improve their reason, or delight their ima- 
giiuitiofi. Deeply, therefore, are they diss^pointed,. 
wbsii they find bigotry in the instruction, and pre* 
judice in the discipline; that they must attend kk 
bU thiogs, as in Logic, to the form riuther than the^ 
QSatter ; and that much has been retained whicft^ 
should long since have be^n discmssed; uid muclt 
refused, which should long since have been adopted. 
Yet this is the truth. The philosofdier, who vieWs 
human afiairs in their true light, and lias h«d letsure 
to remark the follies of the wisest^ and the meanness 
of the proudest, will, perhaps, smile at error and 
ignprance in the seat of ortbod<^y and leamiiig ; yet 
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tk^ce ISM much rjnatter for aa Heraclitus^ as a De^ 
momtus, as mdch scope for serious sorrow^ as tot 
poignant ridicule. It requires, however^ little fore^ 
sigbt^ and certainly no spirit of prophecy, to diBceni 
tliat this condition of thidgs cannot last ; '^ the tomb 
of the Capulets^' is already yawnii^ for our errors ; 
and if any remarks, such .as have now been oflkred, 
should be read five years hence, I have :the fidlest 
trust and conviction they will have become obso-: 
lete and nnintelligible ; and the points on vrhicb 
they turn, will be only remembered among the an- 
tiquities of Oxford. If these errors are once brought 
openly and completely to light, they must instantly 
fade and vanish, like bodies which have been long 
preserved under the ground, but which immediately 
crumble and fall to pieces when exposed to the air« 
It is, indeed, whispered, that some alterations are 
about to be made, and some parts of the pre- 
sent system abolished* This is '^ devoutly to be 
wished,'' and these points will then, it is hoped^ 
betaken into consideration; that our system is con- 
fined ; that we have no modern science, or natural 
philosophy ; that the true end of education is not 
kept sufficiently in view ; that the Logic and Treatises 
of Aristotle should be entirely discarded ; and that we 
should not pay reverence to authors only in propor- 
tion to their antiquity or their obscurity, Afuture age 
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will hardly bdieve that such errors and such preju^ 
dices could ever have had existence. As yet^ however, 
they may capitulate on ternis^ and march out with the 
honours of war ; butif they are obstinately deiermiuisd 
to defend their works^ and bid d^ance to every as* 
sault of reason and improvement^ the time may soon 
come when they will be compelled to surrender at 
discretion ; and^ as. they had no moderation in their 
pro8perity> they wiU meet with no pity in their mis^ 
fortunes. 
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